01/ 05/ 1998
Open burning: A-Gnod for proposed RVb0O, 000 fine

Est her Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Attorney-General's Chanbers has approved the
proposed anendnents to the Environnental Quality Act which anong ot hers,
seek to increase five-fold the fine for open burning to RV600, 000

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng sai d
t he approval was gi ven yesterday.

The draft is now being circulated to the rel evant agenci es and
mnistries for their feedback.

"They will be asked to submit their views in two days to enable us to
tabl e the proposal to t he Cabi net next Wednesday, " he sai d todayafter
recei ving a RMB0, 000 satellite transmitter collar, for use in an el ephant
rel ocation programme, fromBoh Pl antations Sdn Bhd and Tehdara Sdn Bhd.

The anmendnents wi Il al so make | and owners responsible for fires on their
| and i nstead of blam ng themon their enpl oyees or contractors.

The amendnments are in anticipation of the dry season which traditionally
begi ns in June.

Law sai d the Government was al so | ooking into installing water
sprinklers ontall buildings and air purifiers at busy road junctions to
reduce dust particles in the atnosphere.

Bot h i deas were nooted by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
during | ast year's haze.

The Prime M ni ster had yesterday again directed the Sci ence, Technol ogy
and Environment Mnistry tolook into the possibility of installing water
sprinklers on tall buildings.

For a start, the sprinklers would be installed on the Petronas Twi n
Towers on a trial basis.

The Mnistry will invite scientists and experts fromthe Mnistry's
agenci es and | ocal universities tosit onacomittee forned yesterday to
study these matters.

On the air purifier, he said the Malaysia Electric Corp Bhd together
with the Chenistry Department, SirimBhd and the Sungai Way Group, had
come up with a prototype costing about RVbO, 000 whi ch woul d be installed
at the Puduraya bus term nal here next nonth on a trial basis.

If it works, the purifier woul d be used at busy road junctions during
hazy spells.

On efforts to fight land and forest fires, Law said he was i nfornmed t hat
the d obal Environnent Facility had agreed to a contribution of US$800, 000
(about RMB.04 million) to Asean.

The United Nations Environment Programme, co-ordinating al
international contributions and offers to fi ght Asean's haze and forest
fires, will handl e the noney.
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