14/ 07/ 1998
Opening new areas for co-operationin bilateral relations

Edouar d Brai ne

LAST year, while the Prinme M nister of Malaysia, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir
Mohamad, was attendi ng, as guest of honour of the French President, M
Jacques Chirac, the traditional parade on the Chanps El ysees on the
occasi on of the 14th of July, | stressed ny hope to further strengthen the
ties between our two countries.

And actually, in one year, we have experienced an acceleration in the
French- Mal aysi an rel ati onshi p.

The political dialogue between the authorities of our two countries has
deepened, as shown by the visit of President Chirac in Langkawi in
Novenber 1997 and by t he nunerous bilateral mnisterial nmeetings which
t ook place over the past few nonths.

On mgj or international issues, such as Iraq, the Mddl e East, the
Bal kans and Africa, which are nowthe subjects of areal consultation
bet ween us, we often share the sane vi ews.

We al so support each other. As it is often said: "It is during a tine of
hardshi p that we recogni se our friends."

France, together with her European partners, has played her role in
hel pi ng Asi an countries to face the recent nonetary and financial turnoil.
As a whol e, the European contribution to the | M- assi stance progranmnes

for Thail and, Korea and I ndonesia (30 per cent) exceeds by far the
contribution of any other country, and t he Eur opean banks are t he nost
i nvol ved foreign banks in Asia.

The mai n Eur opean conpanies are conmitted to keep investing in the
regi on, enteringinto newpartnerships withlocal groups, especiallyin
Mal aysi a.

"Europe is standing by Asia": this is what all the European | eaders said
during the second Sunmit Europe-Asia, which took place [ast March in
London, and whi ch gave us anot her opportunity to denonstrate our support
to our Asian friends and express our strong confidence in the capacity of
their econony to recover.

The French-Mal aysi an rel ati onshi p now needs to bl ossom M feelingis
that we need to open new doors for co-operation, especially in the
cultural field, sothat our two peopl es know each other better. Thisis
the key for future progress in our partnership

Di scovering France through the Wrld Cup i s not enough; enhanci ng French
| anguage cl asses in Ml aysia, devel opi ng co-operation between French and
Mal aysi an school s and uni versities, managi ng any ot her project which could
pronot e an even better understandi ng of each other: these are the nmain
avenues whi ch need to be expl ored

The French- Mal aysi an co-operation today has becone an exanple for the
partnership that we want to buil d between Europe and Asia: arelationship
of friendship and of mutual understanding for the benefit of both parti es.

What coul d be a better expression of this solidarity between our two
peopl es than t he i medi at e assi st ance which was of fered | ast Sept enber by
the French firefighters to Mal aysia, then facing an air pollution crisis?

Actual |y, what has been a spontaneous gesture has then becone a
per manent conmitnment, with the signature last May in Paris of the French-
Mal aysi an agreenent on co-operation for disaster prevention, management
and public safety.

To this nmessage of hope for the future of our links, | would Iike to add
nmy nmost sincere w shes of happi ness and prosperity to the Yang di-Pertuan



Agong Tuanku Jaorl dafar, tothe Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, to the Deputy Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim and
menbers of the Governnent, to the people of Malaysia and to the French
comunity in Ml aysia.
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