06/ 03/ 1998
Concert to lure fans for opening of stadium

Randhi r Si ngh
A MJSI CAL concert with an international flavour will be held at the
openi ng of the Bukit Jalil Stadiumon July 11.

The concert is being held to attract the fans to fill up the the
100, 000- seat er St adi um

Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said the Cabi net had on
Wednesday approved the opening of the stadi umand t he Pre-Commonweal th
Ganes trial run by the Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

"W want to pack the stadium It is a kind of a stress test, so even if
there are nore than 100, 000 people, we want to see howthe transport and
| ogi stics departnents cope withit."

Muhyi ddi n sai d they have yet to finalise the international entertainer
to be invited.

He said the cost of the opening will be sponsored by a private conpany,
who prefer not be naned.

Muhyi ddin said the M nistry had no choi ce but to cone down hard on
contractors who failed to neet the deadline or are slowin the conpletion
of the stadiuns for the Commonweal th Ganes.

Muhyi ddin said the M nistry do not want pictures of workers maki ng | ast -
m nute touch-up jobs to be flashed around the world on the eve of the
Ganes.

He said that is the reason that they are setting a strict deadline for
contractors.

Muhyi ddi n said that though sonme contract agreenents allowthe
contractors a two-nmonth grace period until July, he wants all venues to be
ready by the end of April.

"W want themto hand over the venues to the Mnistry so that the
fittings can be done earlier," said Mihyiddin.

"W have to install equiprment and other facilities such as those for the
medi a. So we need themto finish construction early."”

Two days ago, the Mnistry gave the main contractor for the RML7 m|lion
Pant ai Hockey St adi um WRA Services Sdn Bhd, an ultimatumto conpl ete the
stadi um by April.

Work on the women's hockey venue i s 35 per cent behind schedul e.
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