18/ 08/ 1998

Openi ng of Petronas Phil harnoni ¢ Hal

SYMBOLI C LAUNCH ... Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali striking rebana drunms in uni son to mark
t he opening of the country's first world-class concert hall, the Petronas
Phi | harnonic Hall, at the Petronas Twi n Towers yesterday.

Wtnessing the glittering event was Petronas chai rman Tan Sri Azi zan
Zai nul Abidin (behind Dr Siti Hasmah).

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah | ater joi ned sone 800 guests including
Cabi net M nisters, dignitaries, anbassadors, cultural attaches and the
public to witness the gal a concert perforned by the Mal aysi an Phi | har moni c
O chestra led by its nmusic director, Kees Bakels.

The MPO rendered an i naugural performance begi nning with Strauss' Don
Juan Synphoni ¢ Poem

Earlier in her speech, Dr Siti Hasmah, who i s the patron of the MPQ
said the official opening of the hall was i ndeed an achi evenent of anot her
Mal aysi an dream

"This event is the culmnation of efforts | ong awaited by Mal aysi ans to
foster a sustainabl e devel opnent of nmusic in this country," she said.

She said the hall withits architectural and acoustic distinction would
attract live performance of classical nusic fromall over the world.

"W have i ndeed arrived at another najor mlestone in our progress
t owar ds achi evi ng t he cul tural agenda set out in Vision 2020," she added.

The Petronas Phil harnonic Hall, at the foot of the 88-storey Twin
Towers, features an adjustable ceiling that flexes according to the
acoustical conditions required by a fully-staffed orchestra or solo
pi ani st .

A 44-stop pi pe organ, stretching fromfloor to ceiling, towers over the
orchestra pit.

The entire hall rests on thick pads that cocoon it fromthe din of
shoppers striding through the country's | argest shoppi ng mal | next door

Desi gned by Cesar Pelli & Associates, the hall gets its inspiration from
the traditional shoe-box shape of the great 19th century European concert
hal | s, widely acknow edged as the finest acoustic environment for the
performance of synphony nusi c.

The concert hall seats an audi ence of 865, which includes box seats at
Stalls level and 20 suites at Circle and Upper Circle | evels.

Musi cal activities at the hall will be spearheaded by the Ml aysi an
Phi | harmoni ¢ Orchestra, a 105-pi ece orchestra which al so i ncl udes six
Mal aysi an nusi ci ans.

The orchestra i s under the nusical directorship of Dutch conductor Kees
Bakel s, assisted by Mal aysi an resi dent conduct or Chean See Qoi .
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