29/ 07/ 1998
Deci sion to nmaintain Cl Q operations hail ed

M chel | e Shear es

DEPUTY Transport M nister Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustam said yesterday he
fully supports Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s deci si on
for Mal aysia to maintain Custons, Immgration and Quarantine (ClQ
operations at its present prem ses in Tanjung Pagar in Singapore.

"That |land (at the Tanjung Pagar railway station) belongs to Ml aysia,"”
he told reporters yesterday after | aunching a Mal aysia transportation
honmepage in Kual a Lunpur.

Mohd Ali said Singapore has its own notives for noving its CIQto
Woodl ands. "Eventually, they will chase us out of the land which is ours,"
he said, adding that Singapore nust recognise and respect that the land in
Tanj ung Pagar bel ongs to Ml aysi a.

Mohd Ali added that he was made to understand that Singapore wanted to
pl ace Mal aysian imrigration officials on the train platforminstead of
giving thema proper place or office.

"Who do they think we Mal aysi ans are? They are trying to hunmiliate us by
maki ng our officials stanp passports while on the platform This is very
unnei ghbourly on their (Singapore's) part."

It had been reported on Saturday that Malaysia will maintainits CQ
operations in Tanjung Pagar railway station after August 1 when Si ngapore
noves its ClQto Wodl ands.

Mohd Ali al so said the Singapore nedia and its | eaders are envi ous of
Mal aysi a' s success.

"They keep up the negative reports on KL International Airport (KLIA).
They forget that when their Changi Airport opened, they | ost severa
t housands of bags," he said.

"Yet, when we are a little slow, they keep on harping that we are not
efficient and have no standard. Tine and tine again we are criticised.
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