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Opportunity to revive an ol d Yeneni rel ationship

Ani s Kami |

MORE t han 500 years ago, the first traders froma regi on that was once

cal | ed Hadhramaut arrived in Malaysia. As Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hir Mohamad said in a speech | ast year: "You are the first Wstern
peopl e to reach the Mal ay peninsul a.”

Today, the arrival of President Ali Abdullah Sal eh marks the first tine
ever that a | eader of Yenen - which was a part of anci ent Hadhramaut -
visits Malaysia and the first offfical visit by a Yenen Head of State for
1998.

The earliest reference to Islamin Malaysia is of a Hadhranaut
nm ssi onary, Shei kh Abdul |l ah, who arrived in 1136 and is said to be
responsi bl e for the conversion to Islamof the ninth Sultan of Kedah
Mahar aj a Derbar Raj a, who t hen becane known as Mudzaf far Shah

Anbassador Mohamed Taha Mustafa, the first resident Yermen anbassador to
Mal aysi a, says: "The traders and nerchants of Yenen are credited with
bringing Islamto Sout heast Asia.

"The Yemeni were the first people to foll ow Prophet Mihammad wi t hout the
sheddi ng of bl ood and anong the first “army' of the Khalifahs to spread
Islamto the world peaceful ly."

Fouad Hayel Saeed, the Honorary Consul of the Republic of Yenen to
Mal aysi a, says: "The fact that the Yeneni are responsible for the spread
of Islamis significant because the formof |slamshown t hen was peacef ul
gave i nportance to tol erance and for the natural progress of science and
t echnol ogy. "

A Wsma Putra official says they preached the neaning of |slamand that
is why the spread of Islamto this region is not sectarian.

He al so says since that tinme, Yermen and Mal aysi a have had a | ong-
standi ng rel ati onshi p and t here has been conti nuous |inks and contacts of
affinity. People fromboth countries have remai ned i n each other's
countri es.

"There is a | arge nunber of Mal aysi ans who are of Yemeni descent, at
| east 100, 000 peopl e. Not abl e anong themis the Def ence M ni ster Dat uk
Seri Syed Hamid Al bar and many top people in the corporate world," says
Fouad.

Prior to 1990, Yenen was two separate countries - North Yemen and South
Yenen. Wth the unification of Yemen there are no divided Mislim
countries inthe world. Yemen is now al so the nost popul ous Miusli mstate
in the Mddle East.

President Ali Abdullah Saleh is credited to be the man who brought about
uni fication and si nce then has pursued national reconciliation and
reconstruction.

President Ali has a fresh outlook to international relations andis
trying to build the country's foreign relations.

Yenen has applied to beconme a nmenber of the Commonweal th. They are al so
the only Arab nenber of the |Indian Ccean Regi onal Co-operation which was
set up two years ago

The ot her menbers are Australia, India, |Indonesia, Madagascar, Ml aysi a,
Mauri tius, Mozanbi que, Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka and Tanzani a.

Mohamed says Dr Mahathir is well known and nuch respected i n Yenen
because of Mal aysia's econoni c achi evenent as well as the peopl e of
Mal aysi a who have nmade this country successful

"At the nonent, Yenen is at the | evel Malaysia was in the early 1980s -



trying to attract investors to the country. W would |i ke our brothers to
help us in many fields, especially in trade, investnment and econom c

reforns," he says.
Acconpanyi ng the President on this trip are around 50 "noder n-day
traders and nmerchants" - nore precisely, prom nent businessmen from Yenen.

"W would like to followin Ml aysia's footsteps and [ earn fromyour
experience," says Mhaned.

Yenen has vast potential in energy resources, especially in oil and gas.
They are traditional trading partners with Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea,
Sudan and t he sout hern regi ons of Oran and Saudi Arabi a.

Yermen is strategically |ocated at the entrance of the Red Sea and this
makes it a natural gateway to these countries.

Accordi ng to Mohaned, Yenmen recently | aunched the Aden Free Zone and
woul d i ke to attract Mal aysi an busi nesses to invest there. Aden is a port
area and is | ocated 300kmfromthe capital, Sanaa.

To attract foreign investors, Yenen has set up the H gher Authority for
Investnent whichis simlar tothe Mal aysi an | ndustrial Devel opnent
Aut hority, where all services will be under one roof.

"Products manufactured in the free trade area are allowed to be
distributed locally as well as to the M ddle East. Conpanies will be
exenpted fromtax for 15 years and that foreign conpanies will be all owed
100 per cent ownership," says Fouad.

The anmbassador says there is also a great potential in the tourism
sector. There are a | arge nunber of tourists entering Yenmen because of its
rich culture and | ong history.

"The Queen of Sheba is that part of the world and the first damever
constructed in the world - Mareb Dam- built nore than 3,000 years ago is
in Yemren. Both are nentioned in the Quran," says Mhaned.

He adds that tourists who are interested in diving are al so visiting
Yenmen as the country has nore than 2, 000kmof shore, fromthe Red Sea to
the Arabi an Sea.

At the moment, Yemen does not have the facilities to cater for the
i nflux of tourists to the country and woul d | i ke Mal aysi an conpanies to
invest in this sector, says the ambassador.

The Yemeni have investnments in Mal aysia, including Miltitape Industries
Sdn Bhd whi ch produces audi o and vi deot apes and has an annual sal es of
RMLO mi | lion.

Anot her is Pacific Interlink Sdn Bhd, which trades i n a whol e range of
commodi ties, specifically palmoil and tinber to the M ddl e East and
Trinity Containers & Warehousi ng Sdn Bhd whi ch i s involved i n contai ner
war ehousi ng.

Accordi ng to Fouad, there are nany nore Yeneni conpani es i n Mal aysi a but
these three are the biggest. Sadly, Ml aysia has not tapped into the
potential of doing business in Yenen, he adds.

Petronas used to be involved in the exploration of oil and gas but
stopped three years ago. It is currently negotiating for the possibility
of a resunption of work in Yenen.

Perhaps this visit by President Ali will revive the traditional and
historical ties that were created in the 12th century and bri ng about
mut ual Iy beneficial econom c prosperity inthe 21st century and beyond.
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