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Opportunity for Donpok to offer PDS as an alternative to PBS

Joseph Bi ngkasan

PARTI Denokrati k Sabah's congress to be opened by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n Kot a Ki nabal u today i s seen as an i nportant
gesture to the party, the conmunity and PDS presi dent and Chief M nister
Tan Sri Bernard Donpok.

Al t hough Donpok' s appoi ntnent as Chief Mnister in May was to honour the
rotation system inplenented in 1994, he is regarded as a Chief Mnister
representing the Kadazandusuns, made up of sone 40 et hni c groups found
only i n Sabah. Under the system |eaders fromthe three main conunities -
Musl i m Buni put era, non-MislimBuniputera and Chinese - take turn at
hel m ng t he Governnent.

PDS founder nenber and vice-presi dent Dat uk Wences Angang, however,
stressed that the Chief Mnister serves all the peopl e of Sabah.

Angang sai d Donpok's rol e was no different fromthat of Tun Sakaran
Dandai, Datuk Sall eh Tun Said (Miusli mBum putera representative) or Datuk
Yong Teck Lee (Chi nese conmunity representative) who had served all the
conmuni ti es when t hey headed the State Governnent.

Sal | eh sai d the Chief Mnister, aided by cordial working rel ationship
with Federal |eaders, would bring about nore devel opnent, progress and
political stability in Sabah.

"Havi ng had the opportunity to serve as chi ef executive of the State
Governnent, | knowthere are bound to be all egations of (leaders) only
| ooking after orang sendiri but in the BN (Barisan Nasional) this does not
hol d water," he said.

Sal | eh sai d havi ng Dr Mahat hir open t he PDS congress woul d be anot her
endor senent of Donpok's | eadership, to which the Kadazandusuns must and
shoul d feel honoured.

Anot her PDS founder nmenber Alex Martin said it was not unusual for the
nati onal coalition chief to open BN conponent nmenbers' annual general
nmeeting or congress.

"But for PDSthis is a recognition froma worl dw de respected | eader to
a party that represents the mgjority of the natives of Sabah,” Martin
sai d.

A political analyst Wl fred Madi us Tangau said for a PDS function to be
opened by the Prime M nister for the second tinme was sonething the party
coul d be proud of.

He said the first time Dr Mahathir attended a PDS function was the
party's inaugural congress in 1995 at Dewan Tun Fuad St ephens in
Penanpang, a predom nantly Kadazandusun di strict.

"The Prinme M nister announced the acceptance of PDS into Barisan
Nasi onal ... Dr Mahathir al so descri bed PDS as a Kadazandusun- based
party," he said.

Tangau sai d what the Prime Mnister said in 1995 was significant to PDS
and also the State BN as the tine has come for the coalition to face the
peopl e for a new nandate.

The State el ection will have to be hel d between now and next March, and
this time around Donpok as the State BN chai rman has the task of "being a
captain going to war".

The congress today will be Donpok's opportunity to call on the peopl e of
Sabah, particularly the Kadazandusun, to be united, and to fully support
the BN and t he Federal Governnent under the | eadership of Dr Mahat hir and
his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim



Tangau sai d PDS bei ng second to Umo in terms of nunmber of el ected
menbers in the State Legislative Assenbly has an inportant role to play in
ensuring BN victory in the State el ection.

PDS has 11 seats whil e Umo has 21 assenbl ynen. The ot her BN conponents
with seats are Sabah Progressive Party (five), Angkatan Keadi| an Rakyat
Bersatu (three), Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (two) and MCA (one).

Li beral Denocratic Party and Gerakan are not represented in the State
Legi sl ati ve Assenbly. Ot hers in the assenbly are an i ndependent and f our
representatives fromParti Bersatu Sabah.

The PDS congress is a platformfor PDS and Kadazandusun | eaders to show
unity for the betterment of the comunity and pave the way for a
convincing victory for the BNin the com ng el ection.

PDS can be the alternati ve Kadazandusun-based political party to forner
Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan's PBS.

The Kadazandusuns now have a choice and it is Donpok's task to i npress
upon his comunity that PDS, being inthe BNs fold, is the best
alternative.

There i s no ot her appropriate forumfor Donmpok to do so than the PDS
congress today, in the presence of Dr Mahathir and other BN conmponent
menber | eaders.
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