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“Qpportunists out to exploit cronyism nepotismissue

KUANTAN, Sun. - Certain people are using issues relating to cronyi smand
nepoti smto cause a split between the Prime Mnister and his deputy,
Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Fauzi Abdu
Rahman sai d today.

He said this was a deliberate attenpt by people with their own agenda in
wanting to see a fight between Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Dat uk
Seri Anwar Ibrahimfor their own benefit.

"There are sone people in the country who are unhappy with the politica
scene and they intend to make use of the cronyi smand nepotismissue to
create political instability."

Fauzi was speaking to reporters after attendi ng the ground-breaking
cerermony of Sekol ah Jeni s Kebangsaan (C) Pooi M ng today.

The terns cronyi smand nepotismwere often used by the West to refer to
situations in Indonesia to create unrest, he said.

"This could be the nain cause in bringing down (lIndonesia's) |eader.

"However in Malaysia, the terns cronyi smand nepoti smm ght be m sused
and | have contacted Umo Youth chief Datuk Zahid Hami di to get a clearer
picture on a statenment that he nade.

"Zahid told ne he was referring only to specific things which did not
i nvol ve the |l eaders ... "However, the cronyi smand nepotismissue has been
bl own up and become conmon words for many people, including opportunists
out to create political instability."

He said what was happening in the country now was that there were sone
who were unhappy with the political scene

"However, | do not believe there is friction between our Prine M nister
and his deputy because as a Deputy Mnister at the Prinme Mnister's
Departnent, | see the close rel ationship between the two.

"Every day | see themmneeting to di scuss governnent policies and in
every neeting | attended | also noticed that Dr Mahathir showed respect
for Anwar's points of view and vice versa

"So | feel those trying to create tension between the Prine Mnister and
his deputy should | ook for sonmething better to do because, believe ne,
there is no ill-feelings between Dr Mahathir and Anwar."

On allegations that the Prinme Mnister and his deputy are having
different views, Fauzi said it was only the perception of the public.

"For exanpl e when Mahat hir says that we want the country to undergo
rapi d devel opment while Anwar says the country needs nore | ow cost houses,
a narrow m nded person would interpret the statenents as contradictory.

"However, when we anal yse the statenents, it is obvious both | eaders
want the country to be rich and devel oped, so that the prosperity of the
country could be enjoyed by all, including the | owincone earners, because
housing is a basic need for all."
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