02 MAR 1998

M SI A WVELCOMVES MORE FOREI GN | NVESTMENT, SAYS MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, March 2 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d Mal aysia wel cones nore foreign investnent, including
from Tai wan, to hel p boost the country's econony.

He was responding to a Tai wanese reporter who asked about Taiwan's role
in supporting the presently-troubl ed econoni es of Asean, the nine-nmenber
regi onal groupi ng.

"W wel cone Tai wanese investnent in the past. | think if you can invest
nore, that will be very hel pful indeed,"” Dr Mahathir said when approached
by reporters after the opening session of the first National Snart
Part nershi p Di al ogue here today.

He said Mal aysia had so far nanaged to avoi d seeki ng assi stance from
the International Monetary Fund (1 MF) because its governnent as well as its
private sector had "not borrowed too much nmoney in the past”.

"W have been very strict in the adm nistration of the finances of the
nati on, we have been very conservative.

"Nevert hel ess when the noney (ringgit) deval ued, of course we have
probl ens because now we are poorer," he said.

The Tai wanese reporter further asked about future relationship between
Mal aysi a and Tai wan.

To this Dr Mahathir replied: "W have a one China policy that has
al ways been in place. As far as we are concerned, there is only one China
but we have al ways have relations with Taiwan." -- BERNAVA
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