03 MAY 1998
Commponweal t h-di ff er ent
ORGANI SATI ON OF 16TH COVWONVEALTH GAMES DI FFERENT

KUALA LUMPUR, May 3 (Bernama) -- The organi sation of the Comobnweal th
Ganmes in a devel oping country |ike Ml aysia, incorporating teamevents and
t he invol venent of the governnent in collaboration with the private sector
makes it different fromthe previ ous ganes.

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said throughout the
history of the neet, alnost all the ganmes had been held in devel oped
countri es.

"Mal aysia is the second devel oping country to have been given the
honour to host the ganes after Jamai ca because in the past they had been
held in the devel oped countries,"” he said.

Earlier he attended the nmeeting between the Kuala Lunpur Ganmes ' 98
vol unteers and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad here today.

He said at the Commonweal th Ganmes here, teamevents such as cricket,
netball, |awn bowl s and others would also be included, the first tine such
events are held in the ganes.

He said the hosting of the games by the governnent in collaboration
with the private sectors such as Sukom N nety Ei ght Berhad, organisers of
the 16t h Conmmonweal th Ganes, was sonething uni que as the organisation of
t he ganes had never involved the private sector before.

"In the past nmeets, only governments were involved...but in Malaysia it
is a national event with the involvenent of all parties including the
private sector and the public," he added.

Muhyi ddi n said the hosting of the Comonweal th Ganes was a test for the
country to host nore and bi gger sports nmeets such as the d ynpic.

"W will nmake a bid to host the Aynpic Ganes but not in the near
future.

"Not hi ng can stop us frombidding to host the Aynpic Ganes. What is
certain is that we will make the bid when the tine is appropriate,” he
sai d.
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