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Gsu- Sabah
OSU EXPLAI NS DECI SI ON TO RETURN TO SABAH

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, June 4 (Bernama) -- Datuk Osu Sukam who resigns as Land
and Cooperative Devel opnment M nister on Monday to take over the post of
Sabah Deputy Chief Mnister and Finance Mnister, said today he is
returning to state politics to further strengthen the Bari san Nasional (BN)
for the next state el ection.

"This is what the party | eadership wants after taking into account what
has happened and an inportant duty in the interests of the party and
Sabah,"” he said in an interview with Bernama at his office at Wsnma Tanah
here.

He said he would make full use of his 12 years' experience at the
federal level, including four as a Cabinet mnister, which had matured him
especially in viewi ng each issue fromthe national angle and not fromthe
state or narrow angle.

"This is an inval uable experience and I will use it for the interests
of not only Umo but al so BN and t he peopl e of Sabah

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mannounced today that
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had agreed to Osu taking over
the posts in the state Cabi net vacated by Datuk Ghapur Salleh | ast
Thur sday.

Ghapur had declined re-appointnent to the new state Cabi net under Tan
Sri Bernard Donpok who took over as chief mnister from Datuk Yong Teck Lee
under the rotation concept introduced by the BN

Gsu said his experience as a Cabinet mnister under Dr Mahathir's
| eader shi p was val uabl e and an honour, "especially to people from Sabah or
Sar awak", and had honed his adm nistrative skills and matured his thinking.

"Where previously, before to comng to KL, | had thought only of what
was good for Sabah, now | amnore matured in | ooking at the needs of a
mul tiracial society," he said.

"We nust not be narrowmnded in thinking only in what is good for
oursel ves, our conmunity or race...the interests of others nust also be
consi dered, " he said.

"This is the Mal aysi an success which | feel | can use when serving in
Sabah," said Osu who was Land and Cooperative Devl opment M nister since
1994. He was previously Deputy Housing and Local Governnent M nister and
Deputy Works M ni ster

Gsu, who is also Sabah Umo |iaison chairman, said Umo's entry into
Sabah had changed the thinking of the people of Sabah

"Before Umo, we only thought of what was good for us, the politica
parties only fought for the good of their conmunities and Sabah because
parties in Sabah are ethnic-based," he said.

"When Umo cane in, it changed this parochial and ethnic sentinment to
nati onal sentinment, taking into account not only racial interests but also
national interests,” he said.

This nmust be taken into account to ensure the wellbeing of the people,
nati onal devel opment and political stability, he said.

VWhat was nost encouragi ng was the acceptance of BN by the multiracial
peopl e of Sabah as the only political power capable of bringing stability
and econom c devel opnent, he said.

"Everywhere, the people have accepted that for Sabah to devel op, the
ruling party nmust have the united support of the federal governnent and
only the BN is in such an enviable position,"” he said.



He admitted that the BN woul d neet strong opposition fromthe other
parties in the state election but was confident of the maturity of the
Sabah people in making a wi se choice for their future.

"To create political stability, the multiracial society nust understand
the i nmportance of cooperation, nmutual respect and consideration for the
needs and interest of others.

"The wealth of the soil of a state will not prom se a bright future if
the state is not well-administered,” Osu said.

He added that in view of the current econom c sl owdown, the state
econonmy was not as strong as before and needed help fromthe federa
gover nnent .

On the date for the state el ection, he said his personal opinion was
that it mght be held end of this year
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