05/ 06/ 1998

OCsu Sukamto be appoi nted Sabah Deputy Chi ef M nister

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Land and Co-operative Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk
Osu Sukamwi || be appoi nted Sabah Deputy Chief M nister and Fi nance
M ni ster.

Confirmng this today, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
sai d t he appoi ntmrent woul d t ake ef fect from Monday.

Speaki ng at a Press conference to announce details of the Pengurusan
Danaharta Nasional Bhd at the Finance M nistry, Anwar said Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had agreed to the appoi nt ment.

"Datuk Gsu will resign (fromhis Federal post) before Monday," he said
when asked by reporters to confirmnews report today that Osu had
resi gned.

Csu is the Sabah Umo |iaison conmttee chairman, MP for Papar as wel |
as the Kawang St ate Assenbl yman.

He i s taking up the post vacated by Datuk Ghapur Salleh who declined to
be reappoi nted when the State Cabi net was reshuffled foll ow ng the
appoi ntrent of Tan Sri Bernard Donpok as Chief Mnister of Sabah.

On Gsu's replacenent, Anwar said the matter was the prerogative of Dr
Mahat hir as Prime Mnister.

He declined to conment on whet her forner Chief Mnister and Kota Bel ud
MP Datuk Salleh Said would repl ace Gsu.

Meanwhi | e, Bernama quotes Gsu as saying heis returning to State
politics to further strengthen the Barisan Nasional for the next State
el ection.

"This is what the party | eadership wants after taking into account what
has happened and it is an inportant duty in the interests of the party and
Sabah,"” he said in an interview

He said he woul d nmake full use of his 12 years' experience at the
Federal | evel, including four as a Cabi net M nister, which had natured
him especially in view ng each i ssue fromthe nati onal angle and not from
the State or narrow angl e.

Osu said his experience as a Cabinet Mnister under Dr Mahathir's
| eader shi p was val uabl e and an honour, and had honed hi s admi ni strative
skills and matured his thinking.

"Where previously, before to comng to Kuala Lunpur, | had thought only
of what was good for Sabah, now|l amnore matured in | ooki ng at the needs
of a multiracial society,” he said.

"We nust not be narrow m nded in thinking only what is good for
oursel ves, our community or race ... the interests of others nust al so be
consi dered," he said.
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