21 SEP 1998
Abdul | ah- Anwar
I' M NOT SURPRI SED, SAYS ABDULLAH

By: Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, Sept 21 (Bernamm) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi has said that he is not surprised to hear of the arrest of
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfollow ng his activities after his renoval from
t he Cabi net and his expul sion from Umo.

Abdul | ah, who is Umo vice president, in a tel ephone intervi ew Sunday
from New York where he is attending the United Nati ons general assenbly
whi ch begi ns Monday, said that the police action showed that nobody is
above the | aw

He however expressed regret that unruly youths had created disturbance
and caused damage at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) where the Umo
headquarters is |l ocated, follow ng a gathering of Anwar supporters at the
Nati onal Mbsque and the Merdeka Square yesterday evening.

"It looks like Anwar is very angry with Umo and the Prine Mnister to
be prepared to instigate the youths to riot. This is a very irresponsible
action. Should the nation's political stability be jeopardi sed just because
Anwar is dissatisfied over his dismssal fromthe government and Umo?" he
sai d.

He said that Anwar should not have instigated the youths to denobnstrate
in support of his stand because Ml aysia practi ces denocracy.

Anwar is free to join any opposition party if he wants to fight agai nst
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and the gover nment accordi ng
to the denocratic way instead of violating the law, he said.

"Anwar's case will be brought before the court and the people will cone
to know the of fences for which he is charged,” said Abdul |l ah.
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