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Law Spri nkl er
OQUTDOOR WATER SPRI NKLER COVMPULSORY ON CI TY HI GHRI SES

KUALA LUMPUR, July 16 (Bernanm) -- The Cabi net has directed Kual a
Lunpur Gty Hall (DBKL) to anend existing |legislation to nake it conpul sory
for all tall buildings to have outdoor water sprinklers, Science,
Technol ogy and Environnent M nister Datuk Law H eng Di ng said today.

This foll owed poor response from building owners to voluntarily insta
such sprinklers which could hel p reduce haze.

"DBKL was asked to anend the |laws as soon as possible so that all tal
buil dings will have the sprinklers before the Cormonweal th Ganes," he told
reporters after launching the "Dr Ranjeet Bhagwan Singh Medi cal Research
Fund" here.

The use of the outdoor water sprinklers, in the formof water jets and
wat er curtains, was reconmended after several studies by the mnistry
showed that it was effective in clearing the air for up to 20 m nutes after
it was sprayed

Law said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had al so asked
the mnistry to do a study on nobile air purifier made by a German conpany
and conpare it with locally-nade ones.

At present, two locally-nmade static air purifiers have been installed
at the Puduraya bus term nal and Petaling Jaya to reduce snoke eni ssion and
dust .

Law said an initial study on the two purifiers, jointly-devel oped by
the Mal aysia Electric Corporation Bhd (MEC) and Sirim Berhad, showed
positive results in reducing certain pollutants especially suspended
particles.

He said the Gernman air purifier would cost nore but was quite advanced
because it uses "jet technol ogy" where air was sucked and purified through
j et turbines.

Earlier in his speech Law said there was anpl e scope for nedica
research in the country since tropical diseases such as malaria and dengue
woul d continue to be a problemin tropical countries Iike Ml aysia.

"There are always going to be new challenges in this field sinply
because as the popul ation pressure increases, we will encroach into areas
t hat harbour these diseases," he said.

At the cerenpny, Law also presented Dr Ranjeet grants to University of
Mal aya Master nedical |ecturer Dr Hoh Hon Bing and student Liam Lay Hoong
of the sane university.

Dr Hoh who is doing a study on eye di sease received a RML4, 000 grant
whil e Liamwho is pursuing a study on human DNA types in Ml aysia received
RMVR9, 000.

The late Dr Ranjeet, a former IMR director, left sone of his assets to
establish the fund to finance studies on nedical and scientific research
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