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Qut si ders have | ost sense of proportion about |ocal situation

John Teo
VWHAT has i nternational opinion, in particular the Wstern-donm nated nedi a,
conme to?

To conpare what is happening in Malaysia to apartheid-era South Africa
is so offensive, it is obscene. To say the policies of Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad are "noxi ous" (as The Econom st has j ust
done) simlarly of fends not just the Prime M nister but all Ml aysi ans who
el ected himand strips such comrentaries of the veneer of even-handedness
such medi a had striven so hard to project.

International opinionis working overtine to portray Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mas the aggri eved underdog bul i ed by the overbeari ng nm ght of the
Mal aysi an state. | amstarting to wonder if, intrying to do so, outsiders
have | ost all sense of proportion and are giving Mal aysi a exactly the sane
treatment they accuse the country of meting out to Anwar.

If this is indeed what outsiders are setting out to do, | amdeeply
puzzl ed.

It is understandabl e, even expected, if the foreign protests are because
of sone perceived human rights abuses in Mal aysia. But if that were so, we
can count on the US State Departnment to i ssue an unanbi guous of fi ci al
condemation. Instead, it was a Worl d Bank official issuing veiled
t hreat s!

What exactly has Mal aysi a done to deserve such cl ose scrutiny, even
di sapproval and the resul ti ng unconventional reactions?

W know t he West ern worl d has been deeply unhappy with Mal aysi a's recent
econoni ¢ pronouncenents. But that is within Malaysia's right to do as it
pl eases. |f anything, Mal aysi a has been pl eadi ng for understandi ng - that
this was a decision not easily arrived at - but |ook at the internationa
reaction.

Could it be that Malaysia is onto sonething which could ultinmately prove
right but the stakes for the Western powers-that-be are so high that they
cannot afford to have Mal aysi a proven correct?

So the full mght of the Western-dom nated international systemis
brought to bear on Malaysia - the Wrld Bank, the | M-, the nedia, the
ratings agencies, all the so-called financial and market anal ysts al nost
down to the last individual, international NGO and their |ocal off-
shoot s.

| always believe that our Prime Mnister's gane-plan has been to do as
much of the necessary "dirty work" (fighting agai nst various vested
interests) as possible to put the country on a sound econom ¢ footing and
then | et his chosen successor proceed with the inevitable political and
econoni ¢ | ooseni ng- up

There will be those who gri pe about the Prime Mnister's nethods but
wi |l be prepared to change ny nmind if anyone can point to any credible
exanpl es where countries achi eve econonm ¢ quantuml eaps whil e
si mul t aneousl y bei ng ni ce and agreeabl e.

Alas, all this is not to be, because of the Asian crisis. The upshot of
all thisis that we are | anded with an unpl easant sense of deja vu; the
di stressing feeling that we have gone through all this before.

To all foreigners in and outside our country, please, if you cannot be
hel pful, | eave us alone to sort through this ness. It is, after all, our
country and therefore, our responsibility.
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