23/10/ 1998

Over 200 expected at conference

THE f our -day Commonweal t h Press Uni on bi enni al conference i n Kual a Lunmpur
begi nning Monday wi || be attended by nore than 200 editors and
journalists, CPUexecutive director Mark Robi nson sai d.

He told a Press conference the wi nner of the 1998 Astor Award for Press
Freedomwoul d al so be announced.

The award is given to editors or journalists who have profoundly
contributed to journalismand al so those who have worked hard under
difficult conditions in carrying out their duties, said Robinson.

The award wi ||l be presented by Unesco Freedom of Expression Unit
di rector Al ain Mdoux.

Anong t hose who wi || speak at the conference include Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who wil |l deliver the keynote address on
Monday and Secretary-CGeneral of the Commonweal t h Chi ef Eneka Anyaoku.

O hers are New Zeal and Foreign Affairs M ni ster Don McKi nnon, forner
Hong Kong Governor Chris Patten, former British representative to the
United Nations Sir David Hannay and senior editors |i ke Nazeem Howa of the
Sunday Star in Johannesburg and Jonat han Fenby of the South Chi na Morning
Post .

Anong t he conference' s key t henes are nanagi ng econonmi es i n good tines
and bad, Hong Kong after the handover, press freedomand human rights in
t he Commonweal th, privacy and self-regulation of the Press and news in the
digital age.
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