06/ 07/ 1998
Pahang fl oat bags Prem er Trophy

Wendy Lim
PAHANG yest erday won t he 1998 Fl oral Parade's Prem er Trophy withits
entry which resenbles a traditional "congkak” gane set.

The float, by the Fraser's H Il Devel opment Corporation, showcased some
of the State's popul ar pastines |ike top-spinning and the "congkak"

The concept hi ghlighted the i nportance of preserving arts and cust ons
despite the drastic changes the country has undergone i n pursuing hi gh
t echnol ogi cal devel oprent.

The Kual a Lunpur City Hall's float themed "Towards The Next M I | enni unt
won t he Thene Trophy for depicting the national aspirations towards
i ndustrialisation and gl obalisation of the digital econony t hrough t he
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor.

The Penang fl oat depicting a "boxi ng match" between an Orang Utan and a
Iion carrying the theme "Pul au Pi nang Bol eh" won the Creative Trophy for
excel | ent ani nation

The Parade's Special Trophy went to Mal aysia Airlines while the Shah
Al am Muni ci pal Council's float won the Jury's Special Trophy.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, who earlier | aunched t he
parade in conjunction with the Floral Fest '98 fromJuly 5to 12, later
gave away the prizes

Culture, Arts and TourismM ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k expressed
satisfactionwith the participationtothis year's floral parade, which
saw 10 floats conpared with six |ast year

Asked to justify the staging of the event in the current econom c
situation, he said the floral parade is a good attraction for tourists and
that tourismis one of the revenue-generating activities for the counntry.

This year, tourist arrivals are expected toreach 6.8 mllion while
tourismreceipts are targeted at RML2.8 billion.

Some 3, 000 people, locals and foreigners alike, lined up along the
Sul t an Abdul Samad Buil ding fronting the Dataran Merdeka to witness the
annual event.

The floral parade themed "Ganes and Pastines” is the highlight of the
annual Flora Fest. Acconpanying the floats were 18 bands fromall over the
country.

Pahang Cul ture, Arts and Touri smConmittee chai rman Dat uk Shahi ruddin
Mbin said the win cane as a surprise to the State Government.

"We have participated i n seven parades and we nearly gave up this tine.
V& took about one nonth to build the float and we engaged a | ocal
consul tant to hel p us," he said. This year, Pahang's float costs only
RML20, 000 to buil d unlike the previous fl oats whi ch averaged RVB0O, 000.

This year marked the eighth year of the Flora Fest, which will be
cel ebrated with week-long activities such as a florathon, band
per f or mances, a phot ography conpetition and exhibition, fruit sales, a
flori-culture exhibition, an orchid exhibition and conpetition, a
children's nusical, a flora hunt, a flora jazz festival and the Sel angor
m ni - fl or ade.

Besi des Pahang, Penang, Kual a Lunpur City Hall, Malaysia Airlines and
t he Shah Al am Muni ci pal Council, others which took part are the Kual a
Lunmpur Touri smAssoci ati on, Johor Governnent, TourismMal aysi a and Penpena
Sdn Bhd, Negri Senbil an Gover nnent and KFC Hol di ngs.
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