06/ 07/ 1998
Pahang's entry bags top prize in Floral Parade

Car ol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Keeping to a strict budget did not harm Pahang's
entry to the Floral Parade, rather its colourful float drove away with the
top award, the Prem er Trophy today.

It was eighth-tinme | ucky for Pahang which diligently sent an entry every
year since 1991. The econonic problens this year forced a budget cut but
i magi nation and creativity won the day.

The float was entered by the Fraser's Hi |l Devel opnent Corporation.
Themed "Neverendi ng Heritage", the ani mated fl oat featured t he ri chness of
Pahang's cul ture and natural heritage. Ajungle fow whichflutteredits
eyelids sat in front while a gi ant congkak board forned t he body of the
float.

On it were two men denonstrating the traditional art of top spinning,
one bei ng the penmangkah (who pl aces the top) and the ot her t he penyanbut
(who receives the top).

An added bonus cane in the formof popul ar artiste Erra Fazira, who
bal anced high on the float, teasingly throwing roses to the crowd.

Pahang State Culture, Arts and Touri sm Committee chai rman Dat uk
Shahi ruddi n Moi n sai d the honour was totally unexpected as the State had
entered seven times before w thout success.

He said the float cost about RML20, 000, far |ess than the usual
RVB0O, 000.

The parade was the highlight of the eighth Flora Fest (July 5to 12) and
carries the theme "Ganmes and Pasti nes".

It was flagged off at 8amby Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, but |ong before that, the crowd had gat hered at Dat aran Merdeka
in an attenpt to secure good vantage points.

The initial cloudy skies were kind to the delicate flowers, but a
bl azi ng sun enmerged ni dway t hrough the two-hour parade.

Besi des the 10 floats including Touri smMl aysia's non-conpeting one,

t here wer e mar chi ng bands, a vi ntage car parade and cul tural performances.
The rousing rattl e of brass band druns added to the |ively at nosphere.

The prizes were given away by Dr Mahathir.

The Theme Trophy went to Kuala Lunmpur City Hall's "A QuantumLeap into
the Next M1l ennium float which depicted the quest for cyber-nation
st at us.

The Creative Trophy was won by Penang State's Sukominspired entry which
featured mascot Wra boxing with a lion (synbolising Britain).

The Parade Special Trophy was awarded to Malaysia Airlines for its
"Surfing the Internet with Mat Cyber"” entry, while the Jury's Speci al
Award went to t he Shah Al am Muni ci pal Council for its "Healthy Lifestyle"
float.

Consol ation prize wi nners were the Kual a Lunpur Touri st Associ ation, KFC
Hol di ngs (M Bhd, and Johor and Negri Senbilan State Governments.

Speaking to reporters later, Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk
Sabbaruddi n Chik said this year's parade was bigger than | ast year's which
had only six floats.

Asked i f the parade was appropriate i n an econom ¢ downturn, he said the
downturn nade it inperative to hold nore tourismpronotions.

"I't"s one way for us to overcone the econom c problens. Tourismis an
i mportant revenue-earner," he said.

He sai d revenue was expected to i ncrease fromthe RMLO.5 billion earned



| ast year, and arrivals expectedtoriseto 6.8 mllionfrom6.2 mllion.
Tourists in the crowmd enjoyed the parade. Carnel Little, 24, from
I rel and and Robyn Day, 24, fromNew Zeal and, said they heard about the

parade yesterday.

"It was brilliant and beautiful. It was nice to see how other countries
hol d their parades. | |liked the rel axed at nosphere, no shovi ng and
pushing. | also saw your Prinme Mnister!" said Little.

Pol i sh tourist John Vil opot owski, who was in Malaysiawith his famly,
said the fl oats were beautiful. He | earned about the fest fromtel evision.
( END)
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