26 MAY 1998
Unity
PANEL DRAW NG UP NATI ONAL UNI TY PLAN FOR NEW M LLENNI UM

KUALA LUMPUR, May 26 (Bernama) -- An action plan to further consolidate
co-exi stence between the country's nulti-racial and multi-religious
popul ation is to be drawn up soon to take on challenges in the new
m || enni um

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha
I smail announced this today after chairing the inaugural neeting of the new
Nati onal National Unity Advisory Panel for the 1998-2000 term which wl|l
draft the action plan.

"Al though we already have unity-oriented activities and progranmes,
such an action plan is necessary to reinforce national unity to face the
greater chall enges ahead,"” she told a news conference after the neeting at
the Prime Mnister's Departnent here.

Zal eha is chairman of the 49-nmenber panel for 1998-2000 appoi nted by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

It conprised state governnment officials, mnistry secretaries generals
and social activists representing the various racial groups and she hoped
it would forward views and determ ne the direction towards reinforcing
nati onal unity and tackling related issues.

In her speech earlier, Zaleha said preserving national unity was all
the nore crucial during the current econom c problens given that any
i rresponsi bl e group coul d take advantage of the situation to create racial
t ensi on.

Zal eha said she would see to it that the panel, previously known as the
Unity Board advi sory panel, would neet tw ce yearly.

The previous panel last net in 1992.

As |ike previously, the new panel is tasked with discussing
unity-rel ated i ssues and maki ng reconmendati ons to the governnment on ways
of tackling racial conflicts, anmong ot hers.

At the neeting, Zaleha on behalf of the prime mnister, presented
certificates of appointnment to the panel nenbers.
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