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Par | i ament - Budget
PARLI AMENT BUDGET SESSI ON BEG NS ON OCT 20

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 22 (Bernamm) -- The Parliament Budget session, which
begins on Cct 20, will see Menbers of Parlianent attending full-day
sittings under a new arrangemnent.

Previously, the Parlianment sitting begins at 2.30pm from Monday to
Thur sday.

Under the arrangenment to be introduced at the Budget session,
Parliament will sit froml0amto 5. 30pm also fromMnday to Thursday, wth
a 90-m nute break fromlpmto 2.30pm

Parliament's public |iaison officer Ahmad Asri Zakaria, when contacted,
said that the next Parlianent session would be fromCct 20 to Dec 10 while
the next Senate session would be fromDec 7 to 17.

The | ast Parliament session in July approved a notion to anend the
House Standing Rules to enable sittings to commence in the norning.

Under the amendnent, the Speaker can extend the sitting for another 15
m nut es.

Ahmad Asri said that MPs would be notified of the date of the Budget
session this week.

Ber nama under stands that the 1999 Budget nmay be tabled by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who if Finance Mnister 1, at 4pm
on Friday, Cct 23.

Asked on the seating position of Menmber of Parlianment for Permatang
Pauh Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who was expelled from Umo, Ahmad Asri said
that the seating arrangenents had not yet been made.

In Parliament, mnisters, deputy ministers, parlianentary secretaries
and Barisan Nasional MPs are seated in rows Ato E while opposition or
i ndependent MPs are seated in row F.

In the next session, the seat of DAP MP for Kota Mel aka Li m Guan Eng
will be empty.

Li m began serving his 18-nonth jail termat Kajang Prison on Aug 25
when hi s appeal against conviction for publishing false news and sedition
was turned down by the Federal Court.

According to Article 48 of the Federal Constitution, an MP is
disqualified if he is jailed for one year or fined RW, 000.
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