05/ 09/ 1998
Party's MPs pl edge support for decision

Ei r mal asar e Bani

UMNO Menbers of the Parlianment Goup (UMPG yesterday pl edged their full
support for the Umo Suprene Council's decision to expel Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahimfromthe party.

The group al so supported Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s
decision to renove Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimfromthe the posts of Deputy
Prime M nister and Fi nance M nister.

"W believe that the decisions were nmade to protect the party's inmage
and name, " UMPG s president Datuk Dr Janal uddin Mohd Jarjis told a press
conference after chairing a neeting of the group in Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

About 20 UMPG nenbers, out of 52, turned up for the neeting.

Jamal uddi n, who is also the Menber of Parlianent (MP) for Ronpin, said
t hey had personal |y contacted each nmenber who coul d not attend the neeti ng
to get his or her consent.

Al so present at the press conference was Parit Sul ong MP Ruhani e Ahnad.

Ruhani e, who i s chairman of the Governnent Backbenchers Club in
Parlianment sai d he planned to schedul e the club's neeting soon to di scuss
the matter.

Ber nama reports: The Youth novenents of Barisan Nasional conponent
parties stressed yesterday that they will oppose any attenpt to underm ne
the nation's stability foll owi ng the renoval of Anwar fromthe Cabi net and
Umo.

BN Yout h secretary and Umo Yout h executive comm ttee nenber Penmuda Umo
Zul kifli Mohamed Alwi said it was inportant to defend the nationa
stability so that the country was not exposed to undesirable
possibilities.

"If there are parties intending to underm ne the | eadership, | rem nd
themthat we all stand solidly behind Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and hi s col |l eagues in the national | eadership,” he told
reporters in Kuala Lunpur.

Zulkifli saidthe mgjority of activists in the BN Youth accepted and
supported efforts by the national |eaders, especially Dr Mahathir.

He al so said that the magjority of the Umo Youth Exco hoped that its
| eader, Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di, would quickly hold a special neeting of
t he novenent to discuss the current devel opnments and t ake t he necessary
actions.
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