06/ 05/ 1998

Parti Bersekutu surprised over Harris' expul sion fromUmo

KOTA KI NABALU, Tues. - Parti Bersekutu is surprised over the expul sion of
former Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Harris Sall eh fromUmo, clainngthat
he had already resigned fromthe party on March 6.

Its deputy secretary general | brahimKalali said Harris' resignation
letter was sent to the Ransay Umo branch secretary and a copy to the
Labuan Umo di vi sion secretary.

A photostat copy of Harris' resignation |letter was distributed to the
Press by Ibrahim

"Therefore the question of Harris' expul sion fromUmo does not ari se,
| br ahi m sai d.

He was commenting on t he Umo suprene council decision last night to
expel Harris fromUmo for joining Bersekutu.

Umo president and Prime M nister Datuk Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d the
deci si on was taken as the Umo constitution does not allowany of its
nmenbers to join another party.

Harris, who was Chief Mnister from1976 to 1985 under the Parti Berjaya
Gover nnent, was appoi nted as Bersekutu's acting president on March 29 when
he was al |l egedly still an Umo menber.

| brahimsaid Harris had al so publicly decl ared that he had resigned from
Umo when he announced his decision to join Bersekutu at a gat hering here
on March 29.

"Why is it necessary for Umo to make a political issue out of Harris'
Umo nmenbership two nonths after his resignation fromthe party?" he said.
He al so said that Harris resigned fromUmo on grounds that the Federal
| eadership "had enforced many of its policies on Sabah peopl e al t hough

t hese were unacceptable to the nmagjority of the | ocal people.”

I brahimcl ai ned that the systemto rotate the Chief Mnister's post was
not acceptable to a great najority of Sabah Umo nenbers and yet it was
enforced in the State.
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