05/ 09/ 1998

Party | eaders agree expul si on necessary

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Umo vice-presidents, State party | eaders and suprene
counci | nenbers said the expul sion of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mfromthe
party was necessary under the circunmstances he was in.

They said it was i nportant that Anwar di stanced hinself fromthe party
because of personal problens that he was facing.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak described the council's
deci sion to sack Anwar fromthe party as "fair" and "necessary"”.

Naji b said the all egations agai nst the former Deputy Prinme M nister and
deputy Umo president were serious and extraordi nary.

"I'f he remains in Umo, the party will be unwittingly dragged into the
process of court," he said. Dr Mahathir had "strong reasons" to sack
Anwar .

Naj i b was conmenti ng on the deci sion by the council this morning to
expel Anwar as a menber of Umo after he refused to resign

On Anwar's al | egations of political conspiracy, Najib said: "One should
not attack the very systemwhi ch one uphel d when i n Gover nnent service.
The system has worked wel | ."

Dr Mahat hir, when pressed by reporters after the council neeting this
norni ng on why Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prine M nister and Fi nance
M ni ster said, Anwar was unsuitable for the two positions.

I n Durban, South Africa, vice-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi
said the council's decision to expel Anwar was an endor senent of Dr
Mahat hir's sacki ng of Anwar as Deputy Prinme M nister and Fi nance Mni ster

Abdul I ah, who is Foreign M nister, was here representing Dr Mahathir at
the 12th summit neeting of countries of the Non-Aligned Mwvenent (NAM
whi ch ended yest er day.

He said before the NAMneeting, he had witten to Dr Mahathir, who is
al so Umo president, expressing support for whatever deci sion the counci
took relating to Anwar's position in the party.

"The decision is unprecedented (in Umo). But obviously the counci
menbers have reasons to cone up with such a decision (to expel Anwar).

"What is inmportant nowis for Umo nmenbers to understand the council's
decision. Qur task is to explain to Umo nenbers (why t he deci sion was
necessary)," he said.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k said expul sion of party
| eaders was not new as even Dr Mahat hir had been expelled fromthe party
once.

"The only difference was that he (Dr Mahathir) was not given a chance to
defend hi nsel f. Datuk Seri Anwar, however, was given the opportunity to
defend hinsel f. He was given anple tine to speak," he said.

In Kuantan, State Umo chi ef Tan Sri Mohanmad Khal il Yaakob said Anwar's
di snmssal fromthe party was appropri ate.

"The council's decision last night was inline with the fact that the
probl emfaced by Anwar was not political," he said.

Khal i | sai d Pahang Umo had begun briefing its menbers on the council's
decision through its MPs and | eaders.

I n Sepang, Sel angor Umo chi ef Datuk Abu Hassan Omar said Anwar's
expul si on was done to safeguard the good i nage of the party.

He sai d Sel angor Umo woul d render its full support to Dr Mahathir

Expel li ng Umo | eaders, Abu Hassan sai d, was not unusual as Umo had in
t he past expelled or asked those with "problens" to resign.



In Mal acca, State Umo |iaison deputy chief Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam
sai d t he decision to sack Anwar was nade for the good of the country and
party.

"The issues affecting Anwar must not involve the party. As far as
Mal acca Umo i s concerned, we are sure that the decision will not in any
way affect unity and strength of Umo."

Mohd Ali, who is al so Deputy Transport M nister, said Mal acca Umo st ood
firmy behind Dr Mahathir and woul d continue inits efforts to help revive
the country's econony.

State Umo Youth chief Nazari Adzi msaid the novenent woul d continue to
support the present | eadership.

"Menbers have been told not toresort to any silly or drastic action
that can adversely affect unity and solidarity or face action."

In I poh, Perak Umo chief Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib said he woul d neet
Umo di vi sion and branch | eaders to explain the Umo council's decisionto
expel Anwar.

He al so urged party | eaders to support the decision and have faith in Dr
Mahat hi r' s | eader shi p.

In Setiu, Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said the
deci si on nade by the council to expel Anwar was done with sincerety and
solidarity.

"When the well-being of the party and the country are concerned, we
shoul d stand united and support it during tryingtines. And, Wanita (Umo)
supports Dr Mahathir," she said.

Gua Musang MP Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah said the action to di sm ss Anwar
had to be taken in the interest of the people and to ensure national
security and stability.

In a statenent, he said Umo nmenbers shoul d not dispute the decision,
but support it instead.

Tengku Razal ei gh sai d he believed the events woul d not have any adverse
effect onthe integrity of the Governnent and Umo.

Yout h and Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin urged the people to
accept Anwar's renoval fromUmo and the Government in the true spirit
al though it came as a surpri se.

"Al t hough we are saddened with his disnissal, as Muslinms we shoul d
accept the decision as fated."

He said Anwar's expul sion fromUmo and his renoval fromall Government
posts woul d not affect the snmooth runni ng of the Cormonweal th Ganes whi ch
woul d begi n next Friday.

Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Dat uk Mist apa Mohaned said it was
conmon for the people to be enptional in the early stage of the sacking.

In Port Dickson, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmad | sa Abdul Sanad said he
had briefed all State Assenbl ynmen on Anwar's dism ssal to avoid the
Qpposition fromexploiting the situation.

"The deci si on agai nst Datuk Seri Anwar was done with one voi ce and was
for the good of all," he said after opening a sem nar for the hard-core
poor here today.
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