25/ 08/ 1998

Party nmenbers told to focus on overconi ng econoni ¢ woes

GENTI NG HI GHLANDS, Mon. - Ummo nenbers shoul d accord priority to hel ping
the country overcome the econom c probl emand not indul ge in too nuch
politicking, party vice-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said
t oday.

"The chal l enge nowis to help the country overcome the econonic
problem ™ he said, addi ng that too nuch politicking would erode party
unity.

Abdul I ah said this in response to reporters' questions on whet her
ranpant politicking anong Umo nenbers in view of next year's party
el ection woul d affect the party.

"It isduring tinmes |ike these that Umo nenbers rmust renain united
under one captain," he said.

Abdul | ah, who is also the Foreign Mnister, was speaking at a Press
conference after he delivered a keynote address at the Institute of
Strategic and I nternational Studies forumon "Reconciliationin Bosnia-
Her zegovi na" at the Awana Hot el

He said Umo nenbers nust be rem nded that party el ections were still a
| ong way to go.

"Many t hings can happen in the next two or three nonths, particularly to
the country's econonmy. W nust be prepared to face t hese chal | enges, " he
added.

Towards this end, he urged all nenbers to be united and to support the
| eadershi p of party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n overconi ng
t he econoni ¢ probl emwhich started in July | ast year
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