29/ 03/ 1998

“Party places enphasis on stability and unity'

JELI, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said Umo believed in the
process of denocracy but not one which allowed the country to be
destroyed.

The Prime Mnister, who is also Umo's president, said the party pl aced
great enphasis on stability and unity, which was the rational e behind the
directive that no contests be allowed for divisional chiefs' posts in
Kel ant an.

"Qur approach is denocratic as we disallow contests which bring no
benefits. The one propagated by Wstern powers is not actually denocratic,
for to sone, as long as the neans are denocratic, it is all right even if
the country is destroyed in the process."

He was speaking at a Press conference after a neet-the-people session
and t he opening of the Jeli Umo division del egates' neeting.

Al most 90 per cent of the divisions in the State have held their
meet i ngs.

On whether Pas woul d benefit fromelection contests, Dr Mahathir said it
was Umo nmenbers who provided it with the chance.

"Contests are allowed. Regardl ess of whether one wins or |oses, he
shoul d cl ose ranks after that and continue with the party's struggle. This
is Umo's denocracy. "

What shoul d be depl ored, said Dr Mahathir, was fighting anong nenbers
and being involved in noney politics.
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