16/ 10/ 1998

Pas rul es out any el ectoral pact with Gerak menbers

KEPALA BATAS, Thurs. - Despite its co-operation with the DAP and Parti
Rakyat Mal aysia in the Mal aysi an Peopl e' s Justice Movenment (Cerak), Pas
will not collaborate with themin the next general el ection, Pas president
Dat uk Fadzil Noor said.

"Ri ght nowwe are focusing on efforts to repeal the Internal Security
Act and ot her | aws which are unjust to the people.”

Fadzil, who is Gerak chairman, said the i ssue of Pas working with other
opposition parties in the next election did not arise.

"W are just working together nowto fight against injustice on the
people,"” he told reporters after |aunching the State-level Gerak gathering
at Penang Pas headquarters in Pongsu Seribu near here.

Gerak is represented by 16 non-governmental organi sations.

Fadzi| was asked i f Pas woul d work with the DAP and PRMin t he next
el ection as they were now toget her under Cerak.

PRM secretary-general Dr Sanusi Csman, present at the Press conference,
was asked the same question. He said PRMwas interested in fighting
i njustice.

Penang DAP secretary Chow Kon Yowsaid it was up to the party | eadership
to decide on co-operation with Pas and PRMin the next el ection.

In the 1995 el ection, Pas and the now defunct Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46
fornmed an al |l i ance under Angkat an Per paduan Unmah, but fail ed t o def eat
Bari san Nasi onal .

In the sanme el ection, the DAP, PRMand Parti Bersatu Sabah al ong with
several smaller Opposition parties worked together under Gagasan Rakyat .
On Sat urday, when addressi ng a Pas gathering in Pongsu Seri bu, Fadzil

said the party would individually challenge the BN

He urged Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad to call for an
early general election to test his support.

At the gat hering, DAP supporters took advantage to conduct the party's
"RedeemJustice, Free Guan Eng" signature camnpai gn.

Li m Guan Eng, DAP deputy secretary-general and son of DAP secretary-
general LimKit Siang, is serving two concurrent 18-nmonth jail sentences
in Kaj ang Prison for of fences under the Sedition Act and Printing Presses
and Publications Act.
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