23/10/ 1998

Pasrah will only inflame prejudices, says Mari na

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Mal aysi an Al DS Council| today condemed t he
setting up of the Pergerakan Sukarel a Rakyat Anti-Honoseksual (Pasrah),
sayi ng that discrimnation agai nst any group of people was agai nst the
spirit of a caring society.

Its president Datin Paduka Mari na Mahathir said as a caring society,
Mal aysi ans shoul d be reachi ng out towards all margi nalised groups.

"Thi s conpassionate attitude provi des many benefits to society,

i ncl udi ng assi sting in disease prevention and the resol uti on of soci al
chal I enges, " she said.

Mari na added that hate canpai gns such as that advocated by Pasrah only
i nfl amed prejudi ces and nade anti-social acts such as harassnent of
certain groups acceptabl e.

"Al though we are not advocating honbsexuality as a way of life, we
nevert hel ess feel that Pasrah's canpaignis a poor reflection of Mal aysi a
whi ch i s general ly tol erant of peaceful diversity anong its people," she
sai d.

Suara Rakyat Mal aysi a al so expressed its concern over the formation of
Pasrah, saying it was an attenpt toincite discrimnationof anmnority
group.

"Suaramstrongly opposes the discrimnation and vilification of any
group wi thin the Mal aysi an community, particularly as a neans of pronoting
a political agenda," its co-ordinator Elizabeth Wng sai d.
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