29/ 10/ 1998

Patten expl oi ti ng Anwar i ssue to gain popularity, says Sanusi

ALOR STAR, Wed. - Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid said forner Hong Kong
Governor Chris Patten was supporting Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mbecause
Patten wanted to exploit the issue.

"He was not a popular politicianin Britain and that's why he was exil ed
and made t he Governor of Hong Kong."

Sanusi sai d he coul d understand why Patten had pi cked the i ssue of
Anwar ' s sacki ng and subsequent detention to gain popularity.

"Bei ng a conservati ve who | oves colonialism Patten was actually given
t he chance of having to hand over the British colony of Hong Kong to
Chi na," Sanusi sai d when comenting on an article witten by Patten in the
London | ndependent newspaper on Cct 11 calling on the internationa
finance conmunity to throwits wei ght behi nd Anwar.

In his article, Patten call ed Anwar the epitone of "all that the gl oba
economy wants of a finance mnister in a devel opi ng country".

As for Patten's opinion of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, Sanusi said it did not matter because "Patten i s seeking
popul arity out of Anwar's issue".

"I think Patten is nore interested in hinself than anybody el se," he
said after chairing the State Exco neeting at Wsnma Darul Aman today

Sanusi said Patten had forgotten that Anwar had a | ot of friends in the
West because he had been Deputy Prinme M nister and Fi nance M ni ster

"He was pl aced in those positions by the Prinme M nister and Anwar shoul d
have been thankful to Dr Mahathir just |ike Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad
Badawi who is popular in the international arena.

"Abdul I ah i s thankful to Dr Mahat hir for making hi mthe Foreign M nister
whi ch made hi m popul ar over seas.

"Therefore, Patten nust realise that Anwar was popul ar nerely because of
t he posts given to himby Dr Mahathir,"” he added.

( END)
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