03/ 11/1998
Patten shoul d not meddl e in our country's affairs

Hi sham Abdul | ah
| HAVE read t he published version of Chris Patten's article headlined "W
nmust defend the Finance M nister with the black eye" (NST, Cct 28).

I nust say that it smacks of a vile attenpt by Patten to discredit the
Mal aysi an Gover nnent for removi ng Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mas Fi nance
M ni ster and Deputy Prime M nister, because, as put by the witer, Anwar
was "t he deserved darling of the international financial community" and
who "represented everything that the international comunity has asked of
Asia in the | ast decade".

Patten al so commented that Anwar had cal led for "free trade and open
mar ket s" and sai d that "to abandon hi mnow woul d be to t hrow away our
noral authority in arguing pluralismand open markets around the worl d",
whi ch, in my opinion, is poppycock because t he Mal aysi an Gover nment has
al ways advocat ed such a policy and Anwar was nmerely carrying out his
duties in furtherance of this policy.

| do not foresee any change in this policy nowthat Anwar has been
"abandoned".

Personal ly, | think the prai se heaped on Anwar, in flowery | anguage, is
a concoction of the witer's inmaginati on and does not represent the view
of the entire international financial conmunity.

Frankly, | do not know why Patten woul d want to get hinself involved in
this matter.

According to Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid, Patten wanted to
shore up his popularity by exploiting the matter, which is now of w de
public interest.

| feel there could be sone truth in this assunption because | do not
thi nk Patten knew Anwar that well to give the |l atter such strong support.

Then again, it could be because he seens to have a personal dislike of
our Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who has al ways bl amed
the West for Mal aysia's financial woes and nore recently for biased
reporting of the disturbances here.

| also feel that Patten was rather m schi evous by stating that Anwar was
"beaten to a pul p*, when all Anwar had to showto the court was a bl ack
eye, which could easily have been self-inflicted.

Anyway, the case is still under investigation and it was quite unethical
of Patten to have bl own up the incident out of proportion.

Suffice to say, Anwar was di sm ssed because he is all eged to have
committed certain acts of gross i ndecency and corrupti on and has been
brought to court.

The peopl e who are now causing trouble in this country are those who
have been misguided into thinking that it is a "political plot", as
cl ai ned by Anwar, without giving the court a chance to deci de whet her he
is innocent or guilty of the charges.

Asmart man |i ke Patten should, therefore, not fall into the trap of
such peopl e and neddl e in another country's internal affairs and, in the
process, alsotry to get the international financial comunity to do the
sane.

As a parting shot, | aminclined to believe that Anwar is nore Patten's
darling than that of the international financial community.
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