18/ 12/ 1998

Paya | ndah sanctuary set to open in Apri

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - Paya I ndah, Mal aysia's pren er wetland sanctuary
in Kual a Langat, will be opened to the public in April, Ml aysi an Wet| ands
Foundati on (MAF) site manager Ganeson Al war said tonight.

He said an i nformation centre with ticketing and visitor orientation
facilities and an exhibition floor woul d be ready by April.

"In addition, there will be an adm ni stration building and ot her basic
infrastructure such as a view ng deck, bird hides, boardwal ks, information
huts, horse cart stops, jetties for boats and canoes and maj or road system
for bicycles and horses."

Ganeson said this during atalk entitled Paya | ndah: Ml aysia's Premnier
Wt | ands Sanctuary at the Kuala Lunpur Golf and Country Cl ub

Organi sed by Soroptim st International of Petaling Jaya, the talk was to
hi ghl i ght the effects of human encroachnent on the ecol ogi cal | y-sensitive
wet | ands area and conservation and restoration efforts.

Ganeson sai d conservation efforts undertaken by MAF had been fruitful
with the nunber of re-planted trees soaring to over 4, 000.

"The on-going tree planting project at the sanctuary has been successf ul
and we are confident of neeting our target of 4,500 trees by the end of
this year."

The sanctuary is hone to over 130 species of birds, 40 species of
fishes, 25 species of manmmal s and reptiles, 220 speci es of aquatic and
terrestrial plants and rare herb speci es.

A 3,200-hectare site in the Kuala Langat district in Selangor was
identified follow ng the endorsenent of plans to devel op a wetl and
sanctuary of international standard by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad | ast year
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