28/ 08/ 1998
PBB unity seen energing stronger despite battle for positions

Sul ok Tawi e

VWHI LE the focus on the three-day Parti Pesaka Buni putera Bersatu
convention beginning today is the contests for the top posts, the 673

del egates are al so expected to give the party | eadership a strong nandat e
tomintain political stability and steer Sarawak out of the economc
downt ur n.

Al t hough t he del egates may touch on crucial issues and policies, they
are, neverthel ess, not expected to give party president and Chief Mnister
Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud any probl enms. There are no signs to i ndicate
ot herwi se.

For the peopl e of Sarawak, in general, the convention is seen as
charting a newdirection for the State to enter the next mllennium This
is on the basis that PBB, being the senior partner in the State Barisan
Nasi onal , deci des on government policies affecting the State.

Based on the convention's thene of Newreality is the basis of Vision
2020, the del egates are expected to endorse programmes and policies on
hel pi ng t he Federal Governnent provide training and educati onal
facilities, create job opportunities, speed up the i ndustralisation
process and open up nore | and (both State and Native Customary Ri ghts) for
comercial agriculture.

Tai b, at the joint opening of Youth and Wanita wi ngs on Wednesday,
clearly stated that he wanted total support fromall, includingthe Youth
and Wani ta del egates, for these programes and polici es.

To ensure that these programes are successfully inplenmented, he
i ndi cat ed he i ght expand hi s Cabi net and create newmni stries, including
one t aki ng charge of human resources devel opnent.

But the question being asked is: can the party stay together with the
i nt ense canpai gni ng by candi dates contesting the deputy presi dent and
vi ce- presi dent posts?

When asked this by a reporter recently, Taib retorted: "You know how
many tines that question has been asked bef ore?"

Taib did not think it would Il ead to disunity. Despite crises, like the
one in 1987 in which many (forner) party stalwarts, including former Chief
M ni ster Tun Abdul Rahman Yaakub, went agai nst hi m PBB energed stronger.

Political observers believe that PBB woul d cone out stronger after the
convention. "I don't see the likelihood of PBB breaking up. After all, the
del egates and | eaders are mature enough and know what they are doing, "
commented a former PBB veteran.

He al so did not think that the | osers would | eave the party. "They | ove
the party too nuch to do silly things," he added. Taib is expected to
retain State Mnisters who lose in the party el ection.

Anbong the State M nisters contesting are Agriculture and Food | ndustri es
M ni st er Dat uk Adenan Sat em(deputy president) and | ndustrial Devel oprent
M ni ster Datuk Abang Johari Tun Abang Openg (deputy president) and
Assi stant M nisters Anang Tengah Ali Hasan (vi ce-president) and Dr Abang
Rauf Abang Zen (vice-president).

The fate of Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Abang Abu
Bakar as incunbent deputy president will also be decided in this
convention. Wth just one nomination to his nane, he i s chall enged by
Adenan and Abang Johari .

The three are going for broke in the el ection. Both Adenan and Abang
Johari declined to seek re-election for the vice-presidency.



Al t hough Abang Abu Bakar's canp would like to think that the contest is
far fromover, political observers believe that the battle is actually
bet ween Adenan and Abang Johari. Both Adenan and Abang Johari have been
named by Taib as his potential successor as Chief Mnister and PBB
presi dent.

The supporters of the three candidates, it is |earnt, are canpai gni ng
hard for their men.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the convention
t oday.
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