26 NOV 1998

PBRS CONGRESS | N KENI NGAU PCSTPONED

KOTA Kl NABALU, Nov 26 (Bernamm) -- The fourth congress of Parti Bersatu
Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) which Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is
schedul ed to open on Saturday has been postponed to a |later date, party
presi dent Datuk Josepk Kurup said today.

The PBRS is anong the conponent parties of Sabah's governing Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) coalition.

The event, to be held in Keningau, about 170km from here, had to be
deferred because of the current uncertain weather conditions in Sabah, said
Kurup, who is also Deputy Chief Mnister, in a statenent.

Oiginally the congress opening by Dr Mahathir, who is al so BN
chairman, is part of the prime mnister's itinerary for the tws-day visit
to Sabah from tonorrow.

"The PBRS congress has had to be postponed at the |ast mnute because
of the unpredictable weather conditions. W don't want to take unnecessary
ri sks," he said.

Dr Mahathir was originally scheduled to travel fromhere to Keningau in
a helicopter which normally takes an hour's flight.

Kurup apol ogi sed to del egates, party supporters, Keningau residents and
t hose involved in making the preparations for the inconveni ence caused.

The party's suprene council would decide on a new date for the congress
| ater, Kurup added.
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