11 AUG 1998
PDS ( Speci al Report)
PDS CONGRESS - A WAKE UP CALL TO THE KADAZANDUSUN COMMUNI TY

By: Newnond Ti bin

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 11 (Bernamm) -- The fourth congress of the Parti
Denokrati k Sabah (PDS) schedul ed here for Friday is perhaps its nost
i nportant since its formation four years ago.

It is so, not only because its president Tan Sri Bernard Donpok i s now
the Sabah Chief Mnister but al so because the PDS occupies the driving seat
to propel the nechani smof "power sharing"” practiced by the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN)

It is also crucial because the PDS, the second | argest conmponent party
of the Sabah BN, is seen as a key factor in bringing the Sabah non- Muslim
Bum puteras, particularly the Kadazandusuns, fully into the BN fold.

The conmunity's support for the BN seens to be inproving of |ate thanks
to the successful inplenmentation of the rotation systemwhere a
representative of the three major communities in Sabah -- Mislim
Bum put er as, Chi nese and non- Muslim Bum puteras, serves as Chief Mnister
for a two-year period.

The current termof the Sabah State Assenbly ends in March next year

In drumm ng up Kadazandusun support for the BN, the BN will rely
heavily on the PDS, a Kadazandusun-based BN conponent party, observers
sai d.

"What happened in the 1995 Parlianentary election is behind us,
PDS assenbl yman for Kiulu, G sin Lonmbut.

"W have to regroup to fight the next battle -- the state genera
election. If the comunity's |eaders can get together and consider the
greater interests of the people instead of |ooking after their own
interests, the battle can be won."

He felt that one party rule would not work in Sabah anynore.

"Take for exanple Sarawak, the multi-party systemworked very well and
they made a clean sweep in the last state election,” he said.

Gsin, a former political secretary to the then Chief M nister Datuk
Joseph Pairin Kitingan said the Sarawak experience was a cl ear
mani festati on of the non-nuslimBum putera confidence in the BN

The PDS with 11 seats in the current State Assenbly, is the second
| argest party in the coalition after Umo which has 21 seats. The ot her
state BN conponent parties are Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) (Parti Mju
Sabah), Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS), Akar Bersatu, Liberal Denocratic
Party (LDP), MCA, GCerakan and MC. The last three are not represented in
t he Sabah Legislative Assenbly.

In preparing for the state el ection, Donpok has his eyes firmy fixed
on the party's fourth Congress which will be opened by Prinme Mnister and
BN Chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

H gh on the list of issues expected to be deliberated at the congress
which is expected to be attended by about 2,000 del egates are the
i nportance of power sharing in a nulti-racial society.

Anal ysts said the BN government, particularly Umo, had kept its
prom se to rotate the Chief Mnister's post and thus the onus now lies with
t he Kadazandusun conmunity to do its part by giving a strong nandate to the
BN.

"We nust not forget that the foundation of our economc and politica
stability depends very much on the unity of all the races in the country,”
said local comunity |eader Lutiylydia Kuntong from Betong, Tambunan

"W do not want our community to be left behind in the nationa

sai d



mai nstream So the PDS is actually nmoving on the right track," she said.

On Dompok's shoul der lay the task of pronoting further the politics of
consul tation as against politics of confrontation, said a party nenber.

Undoubt edl y Donpok has | ed the Kadazandusun comunity to new hei ghts of
progress, he said.

He was instrunental in having the Kadazandusun Language taught in
primary schools in Sabah for the first tine, a feat that took him
two- and-a-half years after the PDS joined the BN

"This is a victory for the Kadazandusun comunity as a whole. It shows
that the BN really cares for us. Wiat was only a dream before is now a
reality,” said Iyan Balantis, 28, a primary school teacher

The establishment of the Kadazandusun Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry
(KCCl), was another mlestone for the comunity.

"Sabah cannot afford politics of confrontation. W want constructive
politics of devel opment where the focus will be on resolving problens faced
by the people," said Donpok who is the Moyog assenbl yman

"Qur greatest challenge nowis to be united and to support efforts by
the nation's | eaders to inprove the econony. If we cannot unite and
cooperate to solve the econom c problens, no one el se can help us," he
sai d.
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