12 JUN 1998
Mahat hir - probl ens
PEACE, SOLI DARITY RECI PE FOR RECOVERY, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA TERENGGANU, June 12 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today said the prevailing peace in the country and solid
backi ng of the nasses will see Ml aysia through the current econonic
pr obl emns.

Dr Mahathir said notw thstandi ng these problens, the governnment has
managed devel opnent in an orderly manner by not borrow ng from abroad,
unl i ke some other countries.

"A country heavily indebted to another will find itself unable to repay
the I oans and as such has to bow to the demands of foreign powers," he said
speaking briefly to a gathering before attending a briefing on water
managenent at the Kepong treatnent plant here.

The briefing was given by the Terengganu Water Wirks director Wan Ngah
vwan Ali.

Dr Mahathir said with the people's strong and solid support the nation
woul d preserve its independence from whatever form of external pressures
applied to other devel oping countries.

The prime mnister said the federal and state governnments woul d ensure
that the people get as nmuch facilities as possible w thout neglecting those
in the rural areas.

The governnment would see to it that the country's wealth woul d be
shared by the people of all |evels, he said.

Earlier, the prime mnister was nmet on arrival at the Sultan Mahnud
Airport in Telaga Batin by Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokht ar
Ahmad, state dignitaries, departnment heads and the public.

Dr Mahathir and entourage i mediately left for the Kepong water
treatment plant.

Upon arrival at the junction leading to the plant, he was escorted by
1,000 notorcycle outriders conprising Umo Youth nenbers for the 1.6kmtrip
there.
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