03 SEP 1998
Anwar - Pul au Pi nang
PENANG PECPLE URGED TO REMAIN CALM SUPPORT DR MAHATH R

PULAU PI NANG, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- Pulau Pinang Chief Mnister and State
Bari san Nasional (BN) Chairman Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon today urged the
peopl e and BN party nenbers to remain cal mand support Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in his efforts to bring about econom c recovery.

"W have to preserve stability and peace so that econonic recovery and
nati on-building efforts can be continued,” he said in a statenent.

The Chief Mnister said he was shocked by the renpval of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimas Deputy Prime Mnister and Finance Mnister. Penang is
Anwar's hone state.

However the hiring and firing of Cabinet Mnisters was the prerogative
of the Prine Mnister as head of the Federal Covernnent, Koh added.

"I respect and agree to the decision taken by the Prine Mnsiter," he
sai d.

The Penang BN had full trust and confidence in Dr Mahathir as Prine
M ni ster and BN Chai r man, Koh sai d.

It was confident he would ably manage and resol ve the issues facing the
country, he added.

Pul au Pi nang Umo deputy Chief and Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Mhd
Shariff Omar said the disnm ssal of Anwar woul d not not cause disunity anmong
Umo nenbers in the state.

He said Pul au Pinang Umo nenbers accepted the deci sion.

"We support the Prime Mnister's nove as we realise it will not have
been an easy decision for himto take," he added.

The Prime Mnister nust have strong reasons for sacking Anwar, he said
after handi ng over science awards to school students at Tasek GCel ugor.

He urged Umo nenbers not to be enotional over the issue.
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