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Penang to be first of 12 cyber cities of excellence

Freddi e Ng

PENANG Mbon. - Penang is set to be the first of 12 cyber cities or islands
of excellence to conpl enent the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor, Chief Mnister
Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said today.

He said it was only natural that Penang, whi ch had al ways been ahead of
other States in the el ectronics sector, could expect to be at the
forefront of this devel opment.

Koh sai d over the next fewyears, there would be many activities towards
propel li ng Penang i nt o beconming the first "cyber city” after the first
phase of the MSC was conpl et ed.

Speaki ng at the | aunchi ng of MSC Nati onwi de Conference 1998 - the first
in aseries to be held around the country - Koh said the MSC as visualised
by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad was not confined toits
physi cal structures between t he Kual a Lunpur City Centre and Kual a Lunpur
I nternational Airport.

"The grand plan is to make the whol e country an MSCin a borderl ess
worl d," he said.

The conference held at Hotel Equatorial was attended by about 60
participants, conprising representatives of small and nedi um si ze
enterprises and | arge corporations based i n the northern region.

Al so present were State Executive Councillors Datuk Dr Sak Cheng Lum and
Koay Kar Huah, and Mul ti nedi a Devel oprment Cor por ati on executive chai r man
Tan Sri Dr G hman Yeop Abdul | ah.

"Even now, there are many areas i n whi ch Penang conpani es can contri bute
to the MSC, and benefit fromit," Koh said.

"We are al ready a hub for conputers and el ectroni c peripherals, and the
area bet ween Penang and Kul i mhas becone an established "conputer silicon
corridor” in the region.

"As the hardware hub, in contrast to the MSC as the software centre, |
amsure there are many areas where the CSC and t he MSC can work to expl ore
and exploit the potential of such synergy."

Koh sai d Penang as the centre for hardware manufacturing can benefit
fromthe design activities in the MSC

Firms, especially SMs could benefit fromthe Wrl dw de Manufacturing
Vb as well, he said.
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