07/09/ 1998

Penang Umo backs Suprene Council's decision to expel Anwar

PENANG Sun. - The Penang Ummo Li ai son Conmittee today backed the deci sion
of the Umo Supreme Council to expel its deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim who was al so Penang Umo chairman, fromthe party.

The state's deputy chairman Dat uk Mohd Shariff Orar, who chaired the
one- and- a- hal f hour neeting at Menara Umo, told reporters the nmeeting
al so gave total support to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and backed his
every nove to revitalise the econony.

Mohd Shariff, who is al so Tasek Gel ugor division head, said there was no
protest or difference of opinion fromany of those present on the decision
taken. Each division was invited to send seven representatives, including
t he wanita and yout h heads, for the neeting. Penang Umo has 11 di vi si ons.
However, two of the divisions, Bagan and Bukit Bendera, did not send any
representative for the neeting. Bagan divi si on chai rman i s Dat uk Abdul
Latiff Mrasa and Bukit Bendera chairman i s Datuk Ahnmad Ismail, who is
believed to be busy with his son's wedding i n Johor.

Al so present was Umo vice-president and Kepal a Batas divi si on head
Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi . O her di vi si on heads present were Bayan Baru
head Ovar Fauzal, Ni bong Tebal head Dat uk Abdul Rashi d Abdul | ah, Jel utong
| eader Dat uk Rashid Ismail and Balik Pulau chief Datuk Dr Hi I m Yahaya.

The Per mat ang Pauh di vi si on was represented by its deputy chairman Dat uk
Ahmad Saad. The heads of the Tanjung and Bukit Mertajamdivisions - Ahnad
I bni Hajar and Datuk Dr | brahi mSaad respectively - were absent. They were
represented by their division deputy chairnmen Capt (R) Mohh Noor Abdul
Ariff and Datuk Musa Fadzir respectively.

Dr Ibrahimhad earlier sent a fax to the secretariat that he was busy
wi th Cormonweal t h Ganmes preparations but that he woul d abi de by all
deci si ons t aken.

O her notabl e absent ees were State Umo secretary Azhar | brahi mand
State Umo youth chief Dr Abdul Rahi mGhouse. It is learnt that Azhar's
son is getting engaged today.

State Umo youth secretary Norazman G hnman and t hree di vi si on youth
heads were present. Al so there was State Umo wani ta head Sharifah Am nah
Syed Mohaned.

Mohd Shariff, who briefed the neeting about the | atest devel opnents in
Umo, told reporters that gatherings woul d soon be held in the various
divisions to i nformmenbers of the reasons for the expul sion of Anwar.

Meanwhi | e, Norazman said the State Umo Yout h woul d meet soon to make an
official stand on the expul sion. He added that in their individual
capacities as heads of youth wi ngs in Umo divisions, he and all others
supported the Suprene Council's stand.
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