10/ 07/ 1998
Pendul um swi ngs ot her way in Arau

Mazl an Nordi n

AM D all the comentaries and anal yses on the Arau parliamentary by-

el ection a remark by Hashi mJasin helps toillunmnate things: "Wenthe
Bari san Nasi onal announced that |smail Kassimwas its choice | knew | was
inwith a chance.”

In the event the 59-year-old Pas candi date won by 1,323 votes. Gaining
12, 864 votes he defeated Ismail, 38, a younger brother of the Perlis
Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim

In the 1995 general el ection the | ate Kamaruddi n Ahmad from Bari san won
16, 226 vot es def eati ng Mohanad Zai n Hanzah from Senangat 46 by a majority
of 6,889 votes.

The remar k by Hashi mexpl ai ned his party's strategy during the hustings.
Publ i shed on page one of Harakah, the party newspaper on the eve of
polling was a story with the headli ne "Rakyat favouring nepotismif they
vote the BN candi date".

On the i nside page was a commentary by party spokesnman Subky Latiff
whi ch began thus: "Barely weeks after the Umo general assenbly had
debat ed i ssues on nepoti smand cronyi smanong Umo | eaders, and just over
a mont h after Sout heast Asia had criticisedthe practice of cronyismin
politics and the econony by Suharto and his fam |y nenbers in | ndonesi a,
this negative trend has emerged in Arau".

The commentary was provocatively titled "Suharto visits Arau”.

And so for the first tine Pas has won a parlianmentary constituency in
Perlis and as a consequence a post-nmortemis being conducted by Perlis
Umo. Already noted was Shahi dan's reaction expressing surprise that
Bari san had | ost in areas consi dered Umo stronghol ds, incl udi ng Tanbun
Tul ang whi ch he represents as State Assenbl yman.

Arau's four other State seats are Sangl ang, Pauh, Guar Sanji and Si npang
Enpat . Shahi dan noted that only Pauh gave solid backing to Barisan.

After nom nation day Shahi dan had expl ai ned that the choice of Ismail as
t he Bari san candi dat e was t he unani nmous deci si on of State Umo | eaders.
Question: Gven that he is Menteri Besar, State Umo chairman, State
Bari san chai rman, Arau Umo chi ef and State Assenbl yman coul d ot hers have
vot ed agai nst hi n®?

Question two: did not the Umo | eaders take note of party president
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's statenent in the Umo general assenbly
that his son was once proposed as a candidate in a general el ection but he
had disallowed it to avoid charges of nepotism

Could it be said that in a contest for nom nations and all other things
bei ng equal, being the son or brother of a party |eader becones a
handi cap. Party menbers t hensel ves woul d be aware that they'd be doi ng
their | eaders a di sservice by indulging in nepotistic practices.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor himsel f had described the choice of the
Menteri Besar's brother as not only a m stake but al so i nsensitive. Quote:
"Umo had during its general assenbly discussed and argued extensively on
nepoti sm Even before the dust on that could settle, Umo deci ded on the
Menteri Besar's brother as its candidate."

Mentioned i n several newspapers as one reason for the Bari san def eat was
di ssent anong Umo nenbers.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k was poi ntedly asked by
reporters if accusations of nepoti smhad i nfl uenced the voters. He replied
that he did not know for certain but that it woul d be | ooked into.



Puzzling for hi mwas why Umo had | ost some 8, 000 votes after havi ng won
the constituency by a najority of nearly 7,000 votes. "That's a big | oss
of voters," he added.

Meriting attention would be the anal yses in Mal ay newspapers such as
Ut usan Mal aysia. It described the Pas victory as advance war ni ng of
greater challenges for Barisan in the next general election.

Pas has now shattered Barisan's i npregnable wall in Perlis, it said, and
will henceforth try to capture other areas. It rejected Shahi dan's view
t hat Pas had won because of its aggressive tactics, causing fear anong
voters. It noted the Menteri Besar had never been tested since the 1995
el ections.

As chairman of the State Barisan and Perlis Umo he woul d have to bear
responsibility for the failure to retain the constituency.

Reredi al neasures woul d have to be taken to avoid a sim | ar defeat.
"After this the Menteri Besar nust devote attention to the constituency
even though it has fallen into Pas' enbrace. Do not treat it as a stepson
just because it has fallen to the opposition..."

Meanwhil e Berita Harian inits analysis advised State | eaders to draw
t he necessary | essons fromthe defeat. The voters had made their choice in
conformity with the denpcratic systembut "this does not nmean t hat the
St at e Bari san shoul d bl ame t he opposition without identifyingits own
m st akes".

Posed al so was the question whet her Pas coul d not deliver the prom ses
it had nade to the voters.

DAP | eader LimKit Siang has described the Bari san defeat in Arau as a
"Richter five political earthquake". H s own party had wested the Tel uk
Intan parliamentary constituency in May | ast year and Bagan before that.
Could all of these have inpelled himto | aunch Tanj ong Four, and gi ven Pas
the stimulus to expand its influence in such States as Terengganu and
Kedah al so.

To be remenbered though is that in 1964, Pas won the Perlis State
constituency of Utan Aji but it was recaptured by Umo and has remai ned
the latter's stronghol d since.

Victory or defeat in politics does not engender humlity.
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