31/ 03/ 1998
KLI A headi ng for |ate June opening

Azr ani Rustam

SEPANG, Mon. - Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik today

hi nted that the opening date of the RW billion Kuala Lunmpur Internationa
Airport could be sonetinme in |ate June.

He said the airport's systenms woul d undergo advance integrated trials
for two nont hs begi nning May to ensure conplete durability and
reliability.

Dr Ling's comments indicate that the airport's opening date, which had
previously been del ayed tw ce, could be schedul ed for |ate June.

The Cabi net had decided on March 11 that the KLIA would be opened to
commercial flights in June, although no official date had been announced.

The Cabi net al so endorsed the opening of KLIA to chartered flights
begi nni ng May.

However, Dr Ling stressed that the final decision on the KLIA s opening
date would be nmade by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad

Speaking to reporters after a briefing on the airport's devel opnent
progress by KLI A Berhad and Mal aysia Airports Berhad officials, Dr Ling
said the basic infrastructure of the airport would be conpleted in April.

"April would be a very critical nonth. The various parties involved in
the airport's devel opnent have assured the full est co-operation and
maxi mumutilisation of skillful manpower to conpl ete whatever basic
infrastructure that is still not in place."

He said following this, all airport managenent systens, including the
Baggage Handling Systemand the Flight Information D splay System would
be tested simultaneously for the first tine.

"Basic testing of the systens has been conducted on an individual basis
for the last five nonths," he said.

"But we want to make sure that the systems can work together and these
tests will allowus to identify interfacing problens and rectify them
before the airport's opening."

Dr Ling said details on the advance trials would be announced | ater by
Mal aysi a Airports Berhad and KLI AB.

On whet her there woul d be no nore delays to the KLIA s opening, Dr Ling
said: "l can't say that. Only God can make such a prom se."

Mal aysi a Airports Berhad' s managi ng director Datuk Khairuddin | brahi m
said the first advance trials would be on May 5 invol ving about 1,000
vol unt eers.

Khai ruddin said a teamfrom Mal aysia A rports Berhad had observed tests
at the new Chap Lek Kok International Airport in Hong Kong on Saturday and
woul d be using the experience to nonitor the tests at KLIA

"However, the Chap Lek Kok International Airport is different because it
does not cater to any donestic flights."

Khai ruddi n al so said that so far 444 basic trials had been conducted at
KLI A since Sept 16 | ast year.

He added that KLI A could not open w thout the advance trials and because
of this, the previous schedul ed opening in April would have been
"i mpossible to neet."
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