21/ 08/ 1998
Peopl e in Penang | ooking forward to N-Day joy

T. Thant

PENANG Thurs. - A hei ghtened sense of patriotism pride, joy and
excitement nost aptly describes the feeling of Penang resi dents who pl ay
host to the National Day cel ebrations this year

Nati onal Day parade attended by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad and Cabi net
Mnisters will be held for the first time in Penang on Aug 31

Several Penang residents interviewed said it was a rare opportunity for
peopl e here to see the parade |ive.

Mer deka-year born civil servant Ml Musali Mohan, 41, described it as of
speci al significance to the northern States generally and for Penang
particularly.

"We are certainly happy and proud to host the event and everyone shoul d
express our patriotismby attendi ng the cel ebrations,"” said Zai nol
Al audi n, 50, a trader in Kontar, addi ng that the buil di ng does not have
not sufficient decorations and |ightings.

Pensi oner V. Vel oo, 56, expressed happi ness and gratitude to the Federa
Governnent for | etting Penang host the prestigi ous event whi ch woul d bring
nmore tourists and revenue in conjucntionwith the many rel ated activities
and performances.

Hot el worker Mong Toon Sang, 71, is sad as he would not be able to see
t he parade for he has to work on that day. However, he urged Penang
resi dents who could nmake it to do so.

Nasi kandar seller, MS. M Mhd Igbal, 59, said he was very excited
because it was a gol den opportunity for Penang peopl e.

Clerk Simon Sinnasamy, 35, has put up aflaginhis flats to add to the
nmood.

Schoolgirl, LimSiewKim 15, said she and her friends were very proud
and excited the cel ebrations will be held in Penang and said t hey woul d
attend t he parade.

In the meantime, several office buildings, shopping conpl exes and homes
wer e ei ther being prepared or already spruced up for the Nati onal Day
event. Banners, streaners, flags of all sizes and coloured |ights were
hung across several buil di ngs.

Vehi cl es, including trishaws, can be seen flying the Ml aysian fl ag
whi | e several shopping and food outl ets are al ready adverti sing speci al
of fers and reductions in conjunction with the cel ebrations.
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