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PEOPLE HELPI NG | N ECONOM C RECOVERY- DR MAHATH R

PULAU PI NANG, Aug 29 (Bernama) -- Ml aysians are actively helping in
econom ¢ recovery through their savings, thrift and purchase of locally
made goods, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad has said.

The solid support from people of all walks of life had al so hel ped a
ot in the efforts to overcone the effects of the economi c sl owdown
following the fall in the value of the ringgit, he said in the National Day
cel ebrations souvenir progranme.

The conmitnent di splayed by the people reflected the extent of their
loyalty and love for the country and it was the governnent's hope that the
econom ¢ probl ens would soon end, the Prine Mnister said.

Efforts to revitalise the econony posed the biggest challenge to the
government and peopl e, he said.

The governnment had taken speedy neasures to ensure that the economc
probl ens did not prol ong and becone worse.

"For nearly a decade the country has been experienci ng excel |l ent
econom ¢ growth but we are now goi ng through an econom ¢ sl owdown due to
pressures fromirresponsi bl e groups,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the activities of such irresponsible groups had an
adverse effect on the country's rapid devel opnment and the strength of the
ringgit.

Hence the thenme of this year's National Day cel ebrations “~Qur Nation,
Qur Responsibility" was appropriate as the people should defend their
dignity and sovereignty fromboth internal and external threats, he added,

Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister and Chairman of the National Day
cel ebrations Main O ganising Committee Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik expressed the
hope that the theme would further enhance people's loyalty to the country.

The theme was al so ai ned at making the people aspire for excellence in
the social, econonmic and political aspects, he said.
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