29/ 09/ 1998

Peopl e shoul d al l ow court to decide Anwar's case, says |sa

SEREMBAN, Mon. - Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohamad | sa Abdul Sanad today said
menbers of the national and State Umo Yout h novenents fully understood

t he reasons behi nd the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand supported
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n his decision.

He said the Umo Youth was aware that Dr Mahathir had gi ven Anwar enough
chances and that the decisionto sack hi mwas taken with the full consent
of all nenbers.

The national and State Umo Youth were functioning effectively though
national Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahrmad Zahi d Ham di and State Umo Youth
chi ef Rusl an Kassi mhad been det ai ned under the Internal Security Act.

"We can no | onger have any synpathy or enotions for Anwar or his
supporters as they showed no respect or gratitude to the party or the
Governnent with which they had served for nany years," he said.

Mohamad | sa was speaking to nenbers of the State Umo Yout h novenent
during a briefing on Taklimat | su Senasa Negara at t he Serenban Muni ci pal
Council hall today.

He said the tinme had cone for the people to leave it to the court to
deci de, adding that there were nore serious probl enms whi ch needed
i medi ate attention.

"Al'l party nenbers and t he peopl e shoul d now put the epi sode behi nd t hem
and continue with the party's struggles and efforts to revive the
country's econony," he said.

The Menteri Besar said the party had encount ered numerous obstacles in
the past and had al ways cone out on top and expressed full confidence that
t he present issues surroundi ng Anwar woul d not pose any hi ndrance to the
growth of the party.

He said that though it may be hard for certain people to accept the
al | egati ons agai nst the former deputy prine minister, they (the people)
must have faith in the | eadership of Dr Mahathir and t he present
Gover nnent .

"Everything will be exposed in court and t he peopl e nust be patient.”

He al so called on the people to ignore fal se information spread through
the I nternet and panphl ets.

Meanwhi | e, political secretary tothe Prinme Mnister, Datuk Abdul Aziz
Shamsudi n, said for a start, parents shoul d advi se their children studying
inlocal universities torefrain fromgetting involved in denonstrations
and ot her unfruitful activities as there were nore pressing i ssues at
hand.

He sai d these students shoul d | ook i nto ways of inproving the future for
t hensel ves and their children and not waste tine participatingin
activities which were unl awful and against the interest of the country.

Speaki ng at a briefing organi sed by the Jel ebu Umo di vision at the
Jel ebu District Council hall today, he said: "The peopl e nust naintain
confidence in the | egal systemand rest assured that Anwar woul d be judged
fairly."

( END)
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