19/ 11/ 1998
Peopl e who rapped Gore "real heroes'

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Al ex Choong; Shahrum Sayut hi

DEPUTY Honme M ni ster Datuk Ong Ka Ting said the overwhel ming criticisns
against United States Vice-President Al Gore for supporting the refornasi
nmovemnent indicated that the majority of peopl e approved of the
Governnent's handling of the issue.

"Those who stood up to to defend the country fromoutsiders’
interference were t he genui ne Mal aysi an heroes," he said, inreferenceto
CGore's description of reformasi denonstrators as "the brave Mal aysi ans”.

He was replying to a suppl ementary question fromWn Hanafi ah Wan Mat
Saman ( BN- Pokok Sena) .

He sai d supporters of renoved Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m had crossed a dangerous | evel, as some were seen carrying placards
urging the orang putih to arrest Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohaned.

Replying to the original question fromMhd Jani| Wan Mahnood ( Pas-
Tunpat), he said: "Malaysia is not a fascist country, despite the
exi stence of the Internal Security Act.

"Al'l egations that the Governnent has abused the Act to curb the
ref ormasi novenent was actual |y made by outsiders and a snall segnent of
Mal aysi ans who were politically notivated."

Ong also did not rule out the possibility of the reformasi novenent
receiving finance fromabroad as two of the seven people arrested
foll owi ng the denmonstrati on at the Kual a Lunmpur Gty Centre on Sunday were
foreigners. He said the fact that none of those detained during the
ref ormasi denonstrations were put under the | SA was evi dence of the
Government' s di screet use of the Act.

To a suppl enentary question by Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong), he said
t here were now 148 peopl e det ai ned under the | SA
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