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Peopl e who si de-step denocratic process

A. Kadir Jasin
MJCH had been sai d about the reaction to US Vice-President Al Gore's
decl arati on of support for the reformasi denonstrators.

The silent majority has spoken. The average rakyat too. The Anericans
and ot her foreigners have al so had their say.

Most thought he was rude. Ot hers accused hi mof meddling. But the
majority sawit as an exanpl e of American arrogance and i gnorance.

There were a few, of course, who thought that Gore was brave and his
endor senent had gi ven the reformasi denonstrators a huge noral boost.

These are peopl e who worship Arerica and its so-called denocracy and
sense of norality. They are a m xture of inadequately inforned people, the
pseudo-liberal s and those who do not mind outside interference for as | ong
as their cause is served.

There is a stark simlarity between the thinking of this |ast group of
peopl e and those who si gned t he Pangkor Treaty that gave away t he country
to the British over 200 years ago

But only days after Gore had spoken openly of his approval of the
Mal aysi an denonstrators, their counterparts who had been on t he Jakarta
streets since 1994 went berserk

In a weekend of killing, burning and | ooting, 13 peopl e died and severa
churches and a ni ghtcl ub were torched and | oot ed.

The Jakarta vi ol ence showed the thin |ine separating the so-called
peacef ul denpnstration and anarchy, and bet ween denmands f or change and
settling comunal scores.

The weekend violence in Jakarta pitted the Javanese Muslimmajority
agai nst the Anbonese Christian mnority. It was an ethnic flare-up that
t ook on religious di nensions.

This was what Gore's "brave peopl e" were capabl e of doi ng. Yet when the
Kent State University students protested against the VietnamWar in the
early seventies, US state troopers shot themdown.

It does not really matter whet her the Jakarta nob that went on an orgy
of violence was part of the reformasi denonstrators or not.

What nmatters is the fact that by accepting street violence as a neans of
sol ving probl ens, society is side-stepping the denocratic process and the
power of reason.

Mal aysi ans fighting for whatever cause should have originality of
t hought. Aping I ndonesia's reformasi indicates both a [ ack of ideas as
wel | as a mi sunder st andi ng of the differences between our political system
and that of I|ndonesia.

| f Gore spoke of the denpbnstrators as the "brave peopl e of Ml aysi a",
what do we then nake of the policenen, the majority of whomare Ml ays
who have their weekly face-off with the protestors?

And what are we to think of the ol d soldiers and policenen who for 40
over years, fought and died in order to defend the country fromthe arned
communi st s?

They mi ght not be the sane policenen who face Gore's "brave Ml aysi ans”
on the streets of Kuala Lunpur.

But they were nen fromthe sane force who gave their lives to bring
peace, | aw and order to the country so that the denonstrators can have
good education and steady jobs.

* % * * %

THOSE | ooki ng t owar ds Anerica for gui dance, inspiration and assi stance



must first understand that country, inparticular its adm nistration.

Anerica is not Holl ywood whi ch occasionally di shes out fantasies and the
US President is not always the benevol ent sheriff.

As pointed out by witer David E. Sanger in the New York Tines
newspaper, Washi ngton has al ways kept an unwitten |ist of foreign | eaders
who it thinks can make an enornous contri bution to peace and security or
to its agenda by staying on or going on early retirenent.

These i ncl ude dictators, unfriendly authoritarians and consistently
annoyi ng al lies.

In the 1950s, said Sanger, the leftist | eaders of Iran and Guat enal a
made the "Top 10". In the '60s it was popul ated by South Vietnamis D em
and | ndonesi a' s Sukar no.

Presi dent Ni xon and hi s advi sers i nfanmously agreed at a secret neeting
inthe '70s that the best way to deal with the governnment of Sal vador
Al | ende Gossens in Chile was to "nake the econony screant'.

As nost of us know, the US went on to engineer a military coup agai nst
the denocratically el ected socialist-mnded | eader and replaced himwi th
Gen Pi nochet.

Two weeks ago, noted Sanger, driven by frustration, or anxiety, or
perhaps the lure of sounding tough for the cameras, the Cinton
Admini stration piped uptwiceinvery different situations and in opposite
corners of the world.

Two Sundays ago, hours after he called off an attack on lrag, dinton
finally volunteered the obvious - that the focus of US policy toward Iraq
is the removal of President Saddam Hussei n.

He called it supporting the "forces of change in Iraq" no natter that
covert efforts to do just that have failed niserably.

The bi gger surprise, said Sanger, was when Al Gore used his visit to
Mal aysia for an Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Co-operation sumit to throw
Aneri can support behind protestors calling for reformasi, the code word
(borrowed fromlndonesia) for dunping Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Noting that Dr Mahathir is no Saddam Hussein, not by a | ong shot, Sanger
sai d he has | ong been a burr in Washi ngton's si de, denounci ng the US and
its currency traders.

VWhile Dr Mahathir is not |iked by sone | eaders of the US Adni nistration
for what is seen as his anti-Wst stance, Japanese political scientist
Ei i chi Furukawa said his forner deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis | oved
by the Americans.

Witinginthe New Straits Tinmes, the Director of the Japan Centre for
International Studies, saidthe West does not |ike Dr Mahathir's out spoken
criticisms and tries very hard to find his shortcom ngs and m sdeeds.

On the ot her hand, he said, the former Deputy Prine Mnister and Fi nance
M ni ster tal ked about the West favourably and t he western nedi a,
therefore, pronoted him

Furukawa noted that Anwar's revolt agai nst Dr Mahathir was seen by the
West as a big opportunity to propagate biased i nterpretati ons of Ml aysi an
politics al nost as a vengeance.

*x * * * *

THE pl edge of support on Tuesday by the Federation of Chinese Associations
Mal aysi a for the Governnent's nmeasures in maintaining political stability
and bri ngi ng about econom c recovery coul d not have cone at a nore cruci al
tine.

It al so expressed support for the Governnent in defending the dignity
and sovereignty of the country and pl edged its conm tnment to uphold the
rule of law and the Constitution.

The significance of the pledges is best seen in the context of the role



of the Chinese community in the present political and econonic situation
affecting the country.

Wiile it is understandabl e that the Chi nese comunity is reluctant to
adopt a stand or nmake its feeling known regarding the present politica
situation, it cannot forever stand on the sideline.

What has been happeni ng since Septenber affects not just Umo and the
Mal ays. It has i mmedi ate and | ong-terminplications for all Ml aysi ans.

The decision of the federation to reject any formof foreign
interference in the country's internal affairs is a strong and bold
st at erment .

It reflects the confidence of the Chinese community in the country's
political systemand in the ability of the Government to ensure the
general safety and security of the people, regardless of their ethnicity
and religious beliefs.

The pl edges are part of an ei ght-poi nt nenorandum present ed by FCAM when
its delegation called onthe Prinme Mnister at his office.

The del egati on conpri sed of representatives of 13 State Chinese Assenbly
Hal I s | ed by FCAM presi dent Datuk Chong Chin Shoong. The 13 hal | s have
nore than 2, 000 Chi nese guil ds and associ ations with over 100, 000
i ndi vi dual menbers.

Li ke the majority of the Mal ays, the Mal aysi an Chinese are fully aware
of the inportance of maintaining political stability ani dst the regi ona
econom ¢ and political crises.

Wthout political stability, it is difficult for us to revive the
econony and rekindl e i nvestors' confidence.

As has been proven yet and again in this country and el sewhere,
political instability and a weak econony can precipitate the breakdown of
| aw and order
* * % * *

THE hint by t he Kel antan Umo deputy |iai son committee chairman, Datuk
Annuar Miusa, that the party may field fresh candidates inthe State in the
com ng general election is npbst encouraging.

Wil e it cannot be deni ed that havi ng experienced representatives in
Parliament and State | egislative assenblies is an asset to the party and
t he peopl e, Umo nust continue to evol ve and regenerate.

It is therefore not a bad idea for the party to nomnate a certain
nunber of young and promi sing | eaders to contest in each general el ection

There shoul d, perhaps, bealimt tothe length of time a representative
can serve, say, up to two terns unl ess he or she perforns exceptionally
wel | .

Thi s i s understandably nore urgent in the case of Kel antan Umo where
the party is facing an uphill chall enge

Wth nore young and educated people likely to join the rank of voters in
the com ng general election, the rejuvenation process nmust be made
transparent. This shoul d i ncl ude not only the choi ce of younger candi dat es
but al so the adoption of appropriate policies and programres.

( END)
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