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Peopl e nore positive and supportive

A. Kadir Jasin
THERE are differences in public reaction to the econom c probl ens now
facing the country conpared to what happened in the m d-Eighti es.

The nost visible is the absence of panic. Unlike in the mid-Eighties
when pani ¢ and di sgruntl ement rei gned, the present difficulties seemto
bring out sonme of the best in us.

VWaile it is true that queues had devel oped at sone branches of the
smal | er banks and fi nance conpani es, and some peopl e are buying nore
essential goods than they would normally do in anticipation of price
i ncreases, there is no w despread sense of panic or despair.

Even attenpts by sone unscrupul ous el enents to bl ane the Governnent for
the problens and to drive a wedge between the country's top | eaders have
not been successful.

If anything, these attenpts nmake the majority of the people nore careful
and circunmspect in showi ng their preferences for personalities and
policies.

This is in no small way due to the fact that the high economc growh in
t he | ast decade has brought unsurpassed political stability and a grow ng
sense of patriotismanong the people.

It is a decade when t he peopl e think of thensel ves nore as Ml aysi ans
t han Mal ays, Chinese, |ndians, |bans or Kadazans. A time when they are
driven by the spirit of ~Mlaysia Boleh' (Ml aysia Can).

Despite the condemati on of the forei gn nmedia and their cohorts fromthe
East and West for his outspokenness and for bei ng unconventi onal, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, renains the country's nost versatile and
visionary Prime Mnister.

Even t hose who di sagree with his policies and pronouncenents, especially
his reaction to currency trading in the wake of the specul ative attacks on
the ringgit and the stock market, have cone to acknow edge t hat he hol ds
the political trunp card.

Al so, unlike during the | ast economic crisis, Dr Mahathir is not facing
a chal l enge to his | eadership.

It is recalled that the crisis of the md-Eighties coincided with the
chal | enge to his | eadershi p of Umo and t he Governnent by the conbi ned
force of Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah and Tan Sri Musa Hitam
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