19/ 07/ 1998

Perak to i ssue new el ectroni c passport

|POH, Sat. - Perak will be the first State outside the Klang Valley to

i mpl enent fromNMonday t he new el ectroni c passport whichisthefirst in

the world with a chip carrying personal particulars of the applicant.
State I mmi gration Departnent director Mahnmod Morsidi saidinitially the

headquarters here and branch offices in Tel uk I ntan, Tai pi ng, Pengkal an

Hul u and Seri Manj ong woul d accept applications for the newinternational

passports.
"Those wi shing to apply for restricted passports to travel to Si ngapore
and tenporary passport applicants will still use the old format until the

headquarters gives the green light," he said today.

The passports, using technol ogy i nnovated by Iris Technol ogies (M Sdn
Bhd, has a silicon chip.

The chi p cannot be electronically tanpered with or duplicated.

The docunent will be scanned using equi pnent at entry and exit points.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad | aunched t he passport on
March 23.
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