30 MAY 1998

PERLI S BARI SAN NASI ONAL READY FOR ARAU BY- ELECTI ON

KANGAR, May 30 (Bernanm) -- The Perlis Barisan Nasional is ready to
face a by-election in the Arau parlianentary constituency foll ow ng the
death of MP Kamar udi n Ahmad on Monday.

State BN chai rman Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassimsaid the party was
prepared to dispel any issues raised by opposition parties if they decided
to contest the by-election

Shahi dan, who is also the Menteri Besar, said he had yet to nmeet Prine
M ni ster and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Dewan Rakyat
Speaker Tan Sri Mhaned Zahir Isnmail over the vacant parlianentary seat.

The El ection Conmi ssion had stated that the Arau parlianentary
by-el ection woul d be held since the seat fell vacant slightly nore than two
years before the current parlianent is dissolved
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