06/ 07/ 1998

Perlis Umo told to conduct post-nortemon BN s def eat

KANGAR, Sun. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his
deputy Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mhave directed the Perlis Umo |iaison
conmittee to conduct a post-nortemon the Barisan Nasional's defeat in the
Arau parlianmentary by-el ection yesterday.

The report will be tabl ed at the supreme council meeting on Thursday.

Perlis Menteri Besar and State Umo chairman Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m
said Dr Mahathir had instructed himto conduct a post-nortemafter the
Prime Mnister was notified of the defeat |ast night.

This is the first tine in history that Pas had captured a parlianentary
seat in Perlis.

I n Langkawi , Anwar told reporters that the Governnent accepted the
voters' deci sion.

Expr essi ng di sappointment with the outconme of the by-el ection, he said
the Perlis Umo |liaison conmttee had been asked to conduct a post-nortem
and submt a conprehensive report to the supreme council.

Anwar was speaking to reporters after |aunching the first Ml aysi an Jet
Endurance Grand Prix '98 at Awana Porto Mal ai .

In the by-election, Pas State Conm ssi oner Hashi mJasi n won t he seat
when he beat BN s Ismail Kassimby a 1,323-vote majority.

Hashim 59, a religious lecturer, secured 12,864 votes while Ismail, 38,
who i s Shahi dan's younger brother, obtained 11, 541 vot es.

The by-el ection was held followi ng the death of 49-year-old Kanmaruddin
Ahmad froma stroke on May 25.

The former magi strate contested on a BN ticket in the 1995 genera
el ection and won by 6, 889 vot es.

Asked on tal ks that the BN had fi el ded an unsui tabl e candi date for the
by- election and there were internal problens in the by-election
machi nery, Anwar said it would be appropriate to wait for the post-nortem
report.

On whether the result was a refl ection of the people's reactionto the
current econom c problem Anwar said the report woul d establish why the
voters had chosen the opposition candi date.

"For the nmonent, we are just assunming,” he added.

Shahi dan, when net by reporters, said internal dissent within the party
had contributed to BN s shocking defeat in the by-election

"I don't understand why we | ost in certain Umo stronghol ds such as
Tanmbun Tul ang, " Shahi dan, who is al so Tambun Tul ang Assenbl yman, said.

"We'|| get to the bottomof this," he said

Al'though all five State constituencies in Arau are represented by BN
Shahi dan said only constituents i n Pauh had gi ven sol i d backing to the
coalition.

The Menteri Besar sai d Pas was nore aggressive i n wooi ng voters by
mani pul ati ng speci fic i ssues including the econoni c probl ens.
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