03 MAY 1998
Kanci |
PERCDUA EXPECTS KANCI L SALES TO PI CK UP

ALOR SETAR, May 3 (Bernamm) -- Perodua, the manufacturer of the |ocal
car, Kancil, said today its sales picked up last nmonth and the trend is
expected to continue in the foll owi ng nonths.

Per odua managi ng director Datuk Abdul Rahman Omar said the introduction
of the new nodel, EX-extra, today, coupled with the [ast week's
announcenent by Bank Negara on the rel axation of conditions on vehicle
purchase coul d hel p i ncrease the sales.

"W hope to sell between 4,000 and 5,000 units nonthly starting this
nmont h conpared with 2,000 units for January and Febuary respectively this
year," he told a news conference after unveiling the new nodel at the
openi ng of the Perodua sal es branch here.

He sai d Perodua received nore than 3,000 bookings |ast nonth after
launching its limted edition of EX-B nodel, which was sold at RML9, 980 per
unit.

The new EX-extra, a 660cc nmanual | y-operated car, is priced from
RMe1, 770 (wi t hout optional accessories) to RMR25,540 (with optional
accessories like air-conditioner, radio, alarmsystem central | ocking
system wheel caps and anti-rust).

Bet ween 7,000 and 8,000 units of Kancil cars were sold a nonth before
t he econom ¢ downt urn.

Bank Negara all owed an increase in end financing from70 per cent to 85
per cent and extended the repaynent period fromfive years to seven years
for cars bel ow RVM0, 000 | ast week.

Abdul Rahman sai d Perodua had deci ded not to retrench any of its staff
during the current economic sl owdown but to instead train about 300
producti on workers to be its deal ers and nmechani cs.

On the export market, he said Perodua woul d focus nore on West Asia due
to the increasing denmand.

For exanple, he said, Perodua sold 80 units of Kancil in Cairo in March
and there were booki ngs for another 280 units.

"However, we have sone difficulties transporting the 280 units there in
ti me because of the problemof shipnment schedul e,” he said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to open the
Kanci| dealer office in Cairo on Saturday.

The Kancil is currently exported to 11 countries, including the United
Ki ngdom
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