24 AUG 1998
PERCDUA- KEMBARA
PERODUA TO RAI SE KEMBARA PRCDUCTI ON TO MEET DEMAND

By: Mohd Arshi Daud

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 24 (Bernama) -- The production of Kenbara, Ml aysia's
first four-wheel drive vehicle, will be increased to 700 units next nonth
to nmeet rising custoner denmand, said Perusahaan O onobil Kedua Sdn Bhd
(Perodua) managi ng director Datuk Abdul Rahman Onmar.

Speaki ng at a press preview of Kenbara in Kual a Sel angor |ast Thursday,
Abdul Rahman said since booki ngs were opened on Aug 1, 1998, the second
nati onal car nmaker has received nore than 475 confirned orders.

The sal es of the four wheel drive (FWD) are all the nore encouragi ng as
they were achi eved w thout the manufacturer going overboard in attracting
booki ngs.

For now, Kenbara buyers need only wait for one to one-and-a-half nonths
to get delivery of their vehicles, said Abdul Rahman.

"W hope Kenbara will help us survive the current trying economc
times," he said, adding that when vehicle sales inprove in the future,
Perodua was targeting to sell 600-1,000 units of the FWD each nonth, which
i s about 44 percent of the FWD narket.

Based on the present output of 420 units per nobnth, the conpany nanaged
to accurul ate a stock of 250 units of Kembara to nmeet the |launch of the FWD
by the Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad t oday.

The nane Kenbara, which in Bahasa Mal aysi a neans advent urous, was
pi cked by Dr Mahathir hinself out of a total of six shortlisted nanes
submtted to him said Abdul Rahnman.

He said Perodua has invested RWM6.5 million on the production Iine for
Kembar a.

The 1.3 litre conpact, versatile and sporty Kenbara is positioned as a
sports utility vehicle (SUV) and targetted for those aged between 28 and 40
years with a nonthly househol d i ncomre of RVB, 000 to RVb, 000.

Wth the Kenbara's appealing interior and exterior, it is expected to
attract both male and femal e buyers with the fornmer to conprise 60 percent
of the buyers.

The car is value for nmoney with the | ow range Kenbara EX with a solid
col our priced at RwW5, 898.00, the mediumrange GX with a netallic col our at
Rv49, 815. 65 and the automatic EZ range netallic at Rwvb2, 139. 19.

Kenbara, known as Dai hatsu Terrios in Japan, is a result of sone
cosneti ¢ changes by Perodua.

Abdul Rahman said the introduction of Terrios marks Perodua's
comm tnment to introduce new nodels one year after its partner, Daihatsu
| aunches its vehicles in Japan.

He al so said Perodua expects to be able to decide by Novenber or
Decenber on the introduction of two nore new nodels. Perodua's ot her nodels
are the conpact car Kancil and the multi-utility vehicle Rusa.

As of July 31, 1998, al nbst 200, 000 units of the Kancil and the Rusa
have been sol d.

"Qur future product Iine will be passenger cars below 1,000 cc and
utility vehicles up to 2,000 cc or bhigger," he said.

He al so said that there were no plans yet for the export of the
Kembar a.

Kenbara woul d be Perodua's first nodel to use its new corporate |ogo,
whi ch synbol i ses the conpany's confidence and optinismfor the future.

As for local content, Kenbara scored 45 points according to standards
set by the Mnistry of International Trade and Industry. Kancil got 60



poi nts for [ ocal content.--BERNAVA
AD MR
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